
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 8(O)(1) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez  DATE: July 1, 2025 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution approving the 
County Attorney Certification of Financial 

Responsibility pursuant to Rule 
62-528.435(9) of the Florida
Administrative Code for the
operation of nine Class I
underground injection wells and
six related monitoring wells at
Miami-Dade County’s North
District Wastewater Treatment
Plant; and authorizing the County
Mayor to execute same for and
on behalf of Miami-Dade County
and to exercise the provisions
contained therein

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Water & Sewer Department and placed on the 
agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Micky Steinberg. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/ks 
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Resolution No. R-670-25

OFFICIAL FILE COPY 
CLERK OF THE BOARD 

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA



Date: 

To: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

From: Honorable Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Subject: Resolution Approving the Certification of Financial Responsibility pursuant to Rule 62-
528.435(9) of the Florida Administrative Code for Underground Injection Wells and 
Related Monitoring Wells at the County’s North District Wastewater Treatment Plant 

Executive Summary 
The Certification of Financial Responsibility serves to affirm that the County possesses the necessary 
financial resources to execute the closure, plugging, and abandonment of nine (9) Class I underground 
injection wells and six (6) associated monitoring wells located at the North District Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (NDWWTP). This certification is a fundamental requirement in the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) permit renewal application and approval process. 
Currently, the Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department (WASD) is actively engaged in the renewal 
process for both the Class I Municipal Operation Permit Application (FDEP Permit No. 057792-021-
024-UO/1M) for existing injection wells IW-1 through IW-4, and the Construction and Testing Permit
Application (FDEP Permit No. 061787‐043‐045-UC/1M) for newly constructed wells IW-5 through
IW-9. As such, the approval of this item is critical to the County’s Ocean Outfall Legislation (OOL)
Compliance Plan.

The OOL program is a state-mandate that requires the elimination of normal use of the ocean outfalls 
for treated wastewater effluent disposal, reduction of nutrient discharge by implementing advanced 
wastewater treatment or equivalent, and implementing technically, environmentally, and economically 
feasible reuse for 60 percent of the base wastewater flows. This certification will help ensure 
compliance with these state guidelines by demonstrating the County’s financial readiness to support 
critical infrastructure upgrades and long-term operational responsibilities. This program contributes to 
the County’s broader efforts to ensure resilient infrastructure, sustainability, and environmental 
protection, for a cleaner, stronger, and more resilient Miami-Dade.  

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board adopt the attached resolution that approves the Certification of 
Financial Responsibility pursuant to Rule 62-528.435(9) of the Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.). 
The Certification of Financial Responsibility is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

This Certification of Financial Responsibility confirms that the County has the financial resources 
necessary to close, plug and abandon nine (9) Class I underground injection wells and six (6) related 
monitoring wells at the NDWWTP. This certification is a requirement of the FDEP permit renewal 
application and approval process.  
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Scope 
This item is of countywide significance because the County’s wastewater system is interconnected. The 
injection wells and monitoring wells are located at the NDWWTP in District 4, which is represented by 
Commissioner Micky Steinberg. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
There is no fiscal impact related to Board approval of this Certification of Financial Responsibility. 
There will only be a fiscal impact if a well is plugged and abandoned.  In the event any of the wells 
need to be plugged and abandoned, the estimated cost for each well is itemized on Exhibit B attached 
hereto. The funding source for plugging and abandoning a well is Sewer Operations and Maintenance 
Revenue. 

Track Record/Monitor 
WASD's Deputy Director, Planning, Regulatory Compliance and Capital Infrastructure, Marisela 
Aranguiz-Cueto, P.E., will ensure compliance with the requirements of the FDEP permit application.   

Delegation of Authority 
The permit renewal applications for injection wells IW-1 through IW-9 at the NDWWTP require an 
update to the Certification of Financial Responsibility for the NDWWTP, which was last adopted by 
the Board in June 2019 via Resolution No. R-608-19. Through this item, the County Mayor or County 
Mayor’s designee will be delegated authority to execute and submit the updated Certification of 
Financial Responsibility to the FDEP on the County’s behalf.  

Background 
The NDWWTP is located at 2575 Northeast 156th Street, North Miami Beach, Florida, and was 
constructed within a five‐year period from July 1975 through December 1980 to dispose of secondary 
treated domestic effluent through ocean outfall. Subsequently, to address peak flow issues, between 
1994 and 1997, WASD constructed an injection well (IW) system consisting of four (4) Class I 
municipal IWs and four (4) associated Floridan aquifer monitor wells to meet all effluent discharge 
demands. The existing monitoring wells (FA-1R through FA-4R) are used to monitor the groundwater 
quality above the injection zone.  

To comply with the State’s Ocean Outfall Legislation, which mandates that all ocean outfalls statewide 
cease operations on December 31, 2025, the County constructed an additional five (5) injection wells 
and two (2) monitoring wells at the NDWWTP in 2024. The total injection well disposal capacity at the 
NDWWTP with all nine (9) IWs is 167.85million gallons per day (mgd), and the treated effluent is 
discharged into an underground formation known as the Boulder Zone.  

WASD is submitting to FDEP a Class I underground injection well operation permit renewal 
application for the continued operation of the existing injection well system (IW-1 through IW-4 and 
FA-1R through FA-4R) in addition to a Class I Construction and Testing Permit renewal application for 
IW-5 though IW-9 as well as the associated monitoring wells FA-5N and FA-6N as part of the Ocean 
Outfall Legislation Compliance Plan, which will allow the County to expand treated effluent disposal 
capacity at the NDWWTP and to dispose of wastewater effluent into the Boulder Zone. The additional 
monitoring wells will be used to monitor groundwater quality above the injection zone.  
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In accordance with Rule 62-528.435(9), F.A.C., the County must demonstrate it has the ability to 
maintain the financial responsibility and resources necessary to close, plug, and abandon the 
underground injection operations as a condition to the issuance of any injection well operation permit. 
The Certification of Financial Responsibility, attached as Exhibit A, confirms the County's ability to 
comply with Rule 62-528.435(9), F.A.C. 

_________________________ 
Roy Coley 
Chief Utilities and Regulatory Services Officer 

Attachments 
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MEMORANDUM 
(Revised) 

TO: DATE: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

: SUBJECT:  Agenda Item No. 8(O)(1) 

Please note any items checked. 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised 

6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing 

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public 

hearing 

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget 

Budget required 

Statement of fiscal impact required 

Statement of social equity required 

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Mayor’s 

report for public hearing 

No committee review 

Applicable legislation requires more than a majority vote (i.e., 2/3’s 

present ____, 2/3 membership ____, 3/5’s ____, unanimous ____, 

majority plus one ____, CDMP 7 vote requirement per 2-116.1(3)(h) or

(4)(c) ____, CDMP 2/3 vote requirement per 2-116.1(3) (h) or (4)(c) 

____, CDMP 9 vote requirement per 2-116.1(4)(c) (2) _____) to approve

Current information regarding funding source, index code and available 

balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required 

FROM: 

_______ 

July 1, 2025
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(O)(1)
7-1-25Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CERTIFICATION OF 
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY PURSUANT TO RULE 62-
528.435(9) OF THE FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE FOR 
THE OPERATION OF NINE CLASS I UNDERGROUND 
INJECTION WELLS AND SIX RELATED MONITORING 
WELLS AT MIAMI-DADE COUNTY’S NORTH DISTRICT 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT; AND AUTHORIZING 
THE COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE 
TO EXECUTE SAME FOR AND ON BEHALF OF MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY AND TO EXERCISE THE PROVISIONS 
CONTAINED THEREIN 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

County Mayor’s memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board hereby 

approves the Certification of Financial Responsibility, pursuant to Rule 62-528.435(9) of the 

Florida Administrative Code, as required by the State of Florida Department of Environmental 

Protection, in connection with the operation of nine Class I underground injection wells and six 

related monitoring wells at Miami-Dade County’s North District Wastewater Treatment Plant, in 

substantially the form attached to the accompanying County Mayor’s memorandum as Exhibit A 

and made a part hereof.  The Board also authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee 

to execute same for and on behalf of Miami-Dade County, Florida and to exercise the provisions 

contained therein. 
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The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 1st day of 

July, 2025.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date of 

its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the filing of 

this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
   BY ITS BOARD OF 
   COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Sarah E. Davis 
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Anthony Rodriguez, Chairman 
Kionne L. McGhee, Vice Chairman 

Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
Keon Hardemon 
Eileen Higgins 
Raquel A. Regalado 

Marleine Bastien 
Sen. René García 
Roberto J. Gonzalez 
Danielle Cohen Higgins 
Natalie Milian Orbis 
Micky Steinberg 

Oliver G. Gilbert, III

Micky Steinberg

aye 
aye 
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aye 
aye 
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aye 
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aye 
aye 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basia Pruna 




