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MIAMI-DADE COUNTY EMERGENCY ORDER 02-20 

WHEREAS, Section 252.38(3)(a), Florida Statutes, gives political subdivisions the authority to 
declare and enact a State of Local Emergency for a period of up to seven days, thereby waiving 
the procedures and formalities otherwise required of the political subdivision by law; and 

WHEREAS, on March 1, 2020, the Governor of Florida issued Executive Order Number 20-51, 
directing the State Health Officer and Surgeon General to declare a Public Health Emergency due 
to the discovery of COVID-19/novel Coronavirus in Florida; and 

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, the Governor of Florida issued Executive Order Number 20-52, 
declaring a State of Emergency for the state of Florida related to COVID-19/novel Coronavirus; 
and 

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, the County Mayor declared a State of Emergency for all of 
Miami-Dade County; and 

WHEREAS, COVID-19/novel Coronavirus poses a health risk to Miami-Dade County residents, 
particularly elderly residents and those who are immunosuppressed or otherwise have high-risk 
medical conditions; and 

WHEREAS, minimization of contact is necessary to avoid risk of COVID-19 infection for the 
residents of the County; and 

WHEREAS, restaurants, bars, taverns, pubs, night clubs, banquet halls, cocktail lounges, cabarets, 
breweries, and cafeterias are potential gathering places for the spread of COVID-19/novel 
Coronavirus; and 

WHEREAS, movie theaters and playhouses are potential gather places for the spread of COVID-
19/novel Coronavirus; and 

WHEREAS, section 8B-7(2)(f) of the Code of Miami-Dade County authorizes the County Mayor 
to order the closure of any commercial establishment; and 

WHEREAS, section 8B-7(2)(g) of the Code of Miami-Dade County authorizes the County Mayor 
to order the closure of any or all bars, taverns, and other business establishments where alcoholic 
beverages are predominantly sold or otherwise dispensed; and 
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WHEREAS, sections 8B-7(2)(e) and (o) authorize the County Mayor to limit the movement of 
persons inside Miami-Dade County in order to safeguard life and health, 

THEREFORE, as County Mayor of Miami-Dade County, I hereby order: 

1. All restaurants, bars, taverns, pubs, night clubs, banquet halls, cocktail lounges, cabarets, 
breweries, cafeterias, and any other alcohol and/or food service business establishment with 
seating for more than eight people within the incorporated and unincorporated areas of Miami
Dade County shall close to the public between the hours of 11 p.m. and such establishment's 
regular opening hours but in no event earlier than 6 a.m. Notwithstanding the foregoing, between 
the hours of 11 p.m. and regular opening hours such establishments may operate their kitchens for 
the purpose of providing delivery services as authorized in paragraph 3 below, and employees, 
janitorial personnel, contractors, and delivery personnel shall be allowed access to such 
establishments during that period. During open hours, all such establishments shall limit 
occupancy to the lesser of: (a) fifty percent of their maximum capacity or less; or (b) 250 persons 
or less. 

2. This order shall not apply to grocery stores, pharmacies, gas stations, and convenience 
stores, except that those discrete portions of such establishments that provide alcohol and/or food 
service with seating for more than eight people shall abide by the restrictions in paragraph 1. 

3. This order shall not apply to delivery services provided by any of the establishments listed 
in paragraph 1 or 2; delivery services may continue to operate between the hours of 11 p.m. and 
normal opening hours. 

4. This order shall not apply to restaurants that are ancillary to essential services, including 
the airports, PortMiami, secure facilities, and hospitals. Other essential services may be determined 
by the County Mayor from time to time and filed with the Clerk of the Board. 

5. Movie theaters and playhouses shall limit their occupancy to less than fifty percent of their 
maximum capacity. Individual screening rooms within theaters shall also limit their occupancy to 
less than fifty percent of their maximum capacity. 

6. The provisions of this order shall serve as minimum standards. Municipalities may impose 
more stringent standards within their jurisdictions. 

6. This order shall expire upon the expiration of the existing Miami-Dade County State of 
Local Emergency, except that if such State of Local Emergency is extended, this order shall also 
be deemed to extend for the duration of such extension. This order may be cancelled earlier by 
action of the County Mayor. 

7. This order shall be provided to all appropriate media consistent with the requirements of 
section 8B-7(2)(n) of the Code of Miami-Dade County. 
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