
1 
 

THANK YOU TONY… 

DEAR FRIENDS, THE PHRASE “SAND IN MY SHOES” 
HAS A VERY SPECIAL MEANING FOR ALL OF US IN 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY.   

I THINK IT COMES FROM THAT MAGNETIC 
ATTRACTION THIS PLACE HAS… 

JUST LOOK AROUND! 

NOT ONLY DO WE HAVE BEAUTIFUL WATER AND 
BEACHES WITH AN ENVIABLE CLIMATE… 

BUT OUR PEOPLE ARE THE BEST… 

THEY TRULY MAKE US WHO WE ARE. 

TODAY’S HONOREE IS AMONG THE BEST.   

SHE IS A WOMAN WHOSE ACADEMIC AND 
POLITICAL ACHIEVEMENTS ARE EXTRAORDINARY… 

WHOSE TALENT COULD HAVE TAKEN HER 
ANYWHERE… 

AND SHE CAME TO SOUTH FLORIDA AND HAS GIVEN 
A WHOLEHEARTED EMBRACE TO OUR 
COMMUNITY… 

AND WE’VE EMBRACED HER IN RETURN! 
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DONNA SHALALA HAS BROUGHT HER SPECIAL 
MAGIC TO THE UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI… 

AND SHE HAS TAKEN THAT ALREADY SUCCESSFUL 
INSTITUTION AND MADE IT AMONG THE TOP IN THE 
NATION.   

THE PHRASE “TIRELESS ADVOCATE” COMES TO 
MIND – DONNA NEVER STOPS. 

AND NO MATTER WHAT IDEA ANY OF US HAVE, ALL 
WE HAVE TO DO IS PICK UP THE PHONE OR EMAIL 
DONNA… 

AND SHE IS THE FIRST TO JOIN!   

SHE UNDERSTANDS THE POWER OF PUBLIC 
SERVICE, OF COOPERATION, AND THE IMPORTANCE 
OF GIVING BACK TO OUR COMMUNITY. 

WE’RE ALL GLAD THAT DONNA SHOOK THE SNOW 
OFF HER BOOTS… 

AND REPLACED IT WITH SAND IN HER SHOES. 

NOW, ON BEHALF OF THE RESIDENTS OF MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY, IT’S MY PLEASURE TO PRESENT 
HER WITH THIS PROCLAMATION DECLARING TODAY 
“DONNA E. SHALALA DAY…”    


