
Miami – Technology Hub of the Americas  

Key Facts: 

- E-Merge Conference is from May 2 thru 6; at the Miami Beach Convention 
Center 
 

- Mayoral Innovation Summit will launch the conference with a rigorous day of 
discussion with more than a dozen Mayors and their teams from cities that are 
key allies of Miami.   
 

- We will engage global thought leaders on important trends that allow us to 
consider how we can use technology to reinvent the way we deliver services to 
our residents. 
 
Main conference runs from Monday through Wednesday. Nearly 2,000 people 
have registered (1,750)  

Q:  Why eMerge? 

A:  Manny Medina had a vision for an annual event that would help Miami become 
a technology center for the Americas, which to me provides Miami with an 
opportunity to attract high-impact businesses to Miami, and additional jobs and 
opportunities for our residences. The community has embraced this effort, and it 
has received international attention. We are very excited about the prospects for 
the first year.  

Q:  How is the County supporting eMerge Techweek? 

A:  The County allocated funding to help support the start-up of the event and 
ensure that would happen faster. These folks have been extremely ambitious, 
going from an idea to an event in less than 16 months.  

Q:  What does it mean to you to be a technology hub for the Americas? 

A: Miami has always excelled as a convener; our beautiful environment, great 
weather, and strategic location has made this a place that people have gathered 
for big events. We have always been a home to events of international 
importance.   

We think that eMerge will provide an opportunity for leaders of technology 
companies from all over the world to discover our progress and strengths and 
for leaders from our community to show their best selves.  

Q.  How will the eMerge Americas movement impact Miami? 



A.  eMerge Americas is focusing on six industry sectors that are important to 
Miami’s role in the global economy— healthcare, finance, education, 
government, media/entertainment and logistics/trade — to promote technology 
and establish centers of excellence in Miami in collaboration with the region. 
Their annual conference - eMerge Americas Techweek - will celebrate innovation 
and technology and serve to unite a region. 

Q.  In your opinion, what are the three areas that are growing in Miami in tech? 

A.  1. The excitement around entrepreneurship in Miami and Latin America and the 
recent activity and investment in this area.   

2. Digital entertainment and game design  

3. Healthcare innovation 

 Q.  What’s been the biggest surprise, good or bad, in the planning of the eMerge 
Americas Movement? 

A.  It’s not a surprise, but its heartening to see the support that the vision of eMerge 
has received from corporate leaders, academic leaders and my colleagues in 
government.  

Q.  What are you most excited about? 

A.  There will be something of value for everyone here from the tech titans of today 
– Google, Facebook, Amazon, and IBM,  to the engagement of the startups and 
accelerators from the region that are building the companies of tomorrow, and 
also the next generation that will participate in the STEM TECH Olympiad, which 
will give students from elementary through college an opportunity to showcase 
their skills in science, tech, engineering. It will include a LEGO League Challenge, 
a Battling Robots contest, and a video game programing competition, a “green 
design” challenge and many other events. 

Q.  How do you define success? 

A.  I’m a bottom line guy. In simple terms, we will know if we are being successful if 
we continue to attract increasing private equity and venture capital investment 
and if we create more jobs in technology firms. 

Q.  What is your ultimate goal through eMerge Americas? 

A.  To become the catalyst in the transformation of Miami as The Technology Hub of 
the Americas and to promote collaboration in the region driving best practices 
that can evolve into a cohesive strategy to transform our region and 
communities. 



Q:  What do you think will happen after the conference? 

A: I think this first year is just the beginning. I am excited for what our community is 
capable of. I plan on convening a group of leading entrepreneurs and investors 
later in the month of May to strategize about next steps that we should be 
taking on the public side to advance our vision of Miami as a technology hub for 
the Americas.  

 

 

 


