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THANK YOU MAYOR DIAZ FOR THAT KIND 
INTRODUCTION! 

YOUR EXCELLENCY… 

MR. DIRECTOR… 

I WANT TO THANK YOU ALL FOR BEING HERE 
TODAY.  

I WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE SOME OF OUR 
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS… 

-STATE REPRESENTATIVE CYNTHIA STRAFFORD, 

-MIAMI-DADE COMMISSIONERS SALLY HEYMAN AND 

-AUDREY EDMONSON WHO WORKED AS A FLIGHT 
ATTENDANT FOR EASTERN AIR LINES BEFORE 
DECIDING TO GO INTO PUBLIC SERVICE. 

LET ME WELCOME ALL OF YOU TO THIS IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT AS WE CELEBRATE THE RETURN 
OF EASTERN AIR LINES TO MIAMI INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT. 

 

TODAY IS A GREAT DAY FOR MIA AND THE ENTIRE 
MIAMI-DADE COMMUNITY BECAUSE THIS IS WHERE 
IT ALL STARTED! 
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WHEN MIA DIDN’T EVEN DREAM OF REACHING OVER 
A HUNDRED DESTINATIONS OR RECEIVING 
MILLIONS OF PASSENGERS LIKE IT CURRENTLY 
DOES, 

EASTERN AIR LINES WAS THE LARGEST MIAMI-
BASED AIRLINE OPERATING FROM MIA WITH 
SERVICE TO LATIN AMERICA, THE CARIBBEAN AND 
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES. 

IT WAS ONE OF THE FIRST AIRLINES TO EVER FLY 
MANY DIFERENT TYPES OF AIRCRAFTS ACROSS 
THE REGION BEFORE ANYBODY ELSE DID. 

 

AND WHEN IT CEASED OPERATIONS IN 1991 IT HAD 
A BIG IMPACT NOT ONLY FINANCIALLY, BUT 
EMOTIONALLY FOR OUR ENTIRE COMMUNITY. 

AS MATTER OF FACT, THE CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS 
WAS FOUNDED ON THE GROUNDS OF THE AIRLINE 
INDUSTRY AND WHEN EASTERN COLLAPSED, MANY 
RESIDENTS WERE LEFT UNEMPLOYED AND THE 
CITY BECAME VULNERABLE. YET, MIAMI SPRINGS 
REMAINED STRONG. 
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SOME OF YOU MIGHT REMEMBER THE LOCATION OF 
THE EASTERN AIR LINES OPERATIONS CENTER, 
RIGHT ON LEJEUNE AND 36TH STREET, A SITE THAT 
EVOKED NOSTALGIA IN MANY FOR SEVERAL 
YEARS. 

WELL, TODAY WE ARE HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE THAT 
AFTER 23 YEARS OF ABSENCE, EASTERN AIR LINES 
HEADQUARTERS HAVE RETURNED TO MIA. 

THE RETURN HOME OF EASTERN COULDN’T HAVE 
HAPPENED AT A BETTER TIME. 

MIA IS THE LARGEST ECONOMIC ENGINE OF OUR 
COMMUNITY. IT IS ONE OF THE TWO BIGGEST 
FACTORS IN THE GROWTH AND EXPANSION OF OUR 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND COMMERCE. THE 
OTHER IS PORTMIAMI. 

  

WE ARE PLEASED TO WELCOME BACK EASTERN AIR 
LINES TO THE EVER GROWING FAMILY OF AIRLINES 
AT MIA. WE VALUE THEIR PRESENCE IN OUR 
COMMUNITY AND THE POSITIVE IMPACT EASTERN 
WILL HAVE ON OUR LOCAL ECONOMY. 
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IN FACT, MIA IS THE ONLY U.S. AIRPORT WITH 
MORE THAN 100 AIRLINES CONNECTING OUR 
COMMUNITY TO OVER 140 DESTINATIONS AROUND 
THE WORLD. 

THE ADDITION OF EASTERN AIR LINES IS YET 
ANOTHER STEP TOWARD STRENGTHENING OUR 
POSITION AS A GLOBAL COMMERCIAL AND 
CULTURAL GATEWAY. 

WITH EASTERN AIR LINES HERE, WE OPEN THE 
DOORS TO MORE TRAVEL AND TRADE 
OPPORTUNITIES. 

I AM THRILLED TO WELCOME EASTERN AIR LINES 
TO WHAT WAS AND WILL ALWAYS BE THEIR HOME.  

I WISH EASTERN MUCH SUCCESS AND MANY SAFE 
TRAVELS.  

THANK YOU ALL FOR COMING!  

HAPPY HOLIDAYS MAY GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY! 


