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GOOD MORNING EVERYONE! 

FIREFIGHTER FAYED, THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
INTRODUCTION AND FOR LEADING US IN THE 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 

I WANT TO BEGIN BY EXPRESSING MY GRATITUDE 
TO FIREFIGHTER PAUGH FOR DELIVERING SUCH A 
TOUCHING INVOCATION… 

AND TO THE MEMBERS OF THE HONOR GUARD FOR 
PRESENTING THE COLORS… 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

IT’S AN HONOR TO BE HERE WITH YOU THIS 
MORNING TO CELEBRATE THE PROMOTION OF 57 
PASSIONATE AND COURAGEOUS INDIVIDUALS WHO 
ARE TAKING THEIR PROFESSION TO THE NEXT 
LEVEL. 

I WANT TO CONGRATULATE YOU FOR YOUR 
SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY AND FOR 
FOLLOWING THIS SPECIAL CALLING TO SERVE 
OTHERS ABOVE ALL ELSE. IT TAKES A SPECIAL 
KIND OF HUMAN BEING TO BECOME A 
FIREFIGHTER. 



2 
 

AS SOME OF YOU MAY ALREADY KNOW, I BEGAN 
MY CAREER AS A FIREFIGHTER, AND I ALSO HAD 
THE HONOR OF SERVING AS FIRE CHIEF. 

IN MY 25 YEARS OF SERVICE WITH THE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT… 

I WAS ALWAYS STRUCK BY THE LEVEL OF SERVICE, 
DEDICATION, AND SHEER HEROISM SHOWN BY OUR 
FIREFIGHTERS. 

YOU KNOW ALL TOO WELL THAT WHEN THE ALARM 
BELL SOUNDS, YOU HEAD OUT TO UNCERTAINTY 
AND DO ALL YOU CAN TO PROTECT THE LIVES OF 
OUR RESIDENTS.  

YOU DON’T KNOW IF IT WILL BE YOUR LAST ALARM, 
BUT YOU GO OUT ANYWAY, BECAUSE PUTTING 
YOUR LIFE ON THE LINE FOR THE SAFETY OF 
OTHERS IS WHAT FIREFIGHTERS DO.  

AUTHOR AND HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR, LEON 
LEYSON WROTE: “A HERO IS AN ORDINARY HUMAN 
BEING WHO DOES THE BEST OF THINGS IN THE 
WORST OF TIMES.”   

BY THAT MEASURE, ALL OF YOU ARE HEROES. 
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AND OUR COMMUNITY IS ETERNALLY GRATEFUL 
FOR YOUR SACRIFICE, BRAVERY AND 
COMMITMENT. 

AS A FORMER FIREFIGHTER MYSELF I KNOW THE 
TYPE OF SACRIFICES YOU AND YOUR FAMILY HAVE 
TO MAKE EVERY DAY, 

SO ON BEHALF OF THE ENTIRE MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY FAMILY, I WANT TO SAY THANK YOU FOR 
EVERYTHING YOU DO. 

I’M PROUD TO SAY THAT THE RESIDENTS OF MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY CAN REST ASSURED THAT THEIR 
SAFETY IS IN VERY GOOD HANDS! 
 
I WISH YOU THE BEST OF LUCK AND SAFETY AS 
YOU CONTINUE TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS ONCE AGAIN! 
 
AND MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALL AND MAY GOD 
CONTINUE TO BLESS MIAMI-DADE COUNTY!  
 
 
 

 


