
GOOD MORNING EVERYONE! 

IT IS A PLEASURE TO BE HERE WITH YOU AS WE 

PREPARE FOR A FUN BUT SAFE MEMORIAL DAY 

WEEKEND IN SOUTH FLORIDA. 

LET ME START BY THANKING THOSE OF YOU 

REPRESENTING THE DIFFERENT LAW 

ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES CURRENTLY ENFORCING 

BOATING UNDER THE INFLUENCE LAWS AND 

PROTECTING OUR WATERWAYS.  

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO SERVE ON 

THE BUI TASK FORCE I PROPOSED IN THE SUMMER 

OF LAST YEAR AND FOR ALL YOU ARE DOING TO 

KEEP OUR WATERS SAFE. 

AS WE ALL KNOW WITH THE MEMORIAL DAY 

WEEKEND JUST A FEW HOURS AWAY, WE MARK 

THE TRADITIONAL START OF SUMMER. 

THANKFULLY, HERE IN SOUTH FLORIDA WE CAN 

ENJOY OUR WARM WEATHER ALMOST YEAR 

ROUND, AND THAT MEANS LOTS OF BOATING 

ACTIVITY IN OUR BEACHES AND WATERWAYS.   

FOR THAT REASON, AS YOU MAY REMEMBER LAST 

AUGUST, THE BOATING UNDER THE INFLUENCE 



LAW ENFORCEMENT TASK FORCE WAS CONVENED 

TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT WATER SAFETY AND 

THE DANGERS OF MIXING BOATING AND ALCOHOL.  

AS PART OF OUR BUI TASK FORCE, OUR POLICE 

CHIEFS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY HAVE ALL 

REDOUBLED THEIR EFFORTS AT PATROLLING OUR 

WATERS AND ENFORCING BOATING UNDER THE 

INFLUENCE LAWS, AS WELL STEPPING UP 

ENFORCEMENT OF EXISTING LAWS ALL WHILE 

COORDINATING TOGETHER ACROSS AGENCIES. 

IN OTHER WORDS, RATHER THAN ALLOW AGENCIES 

TO SIMPLY PROTECT THEIR TURFS, WE HAVE 

REMOVED BUREAUCRATIC OBSTACLES BECAUSE 

OF OUR COMMITMENT TO WORKING TOGETHER TO 

KEEP OUR RESIDENTS AND VISITORS SAFE.  

 

ALL OUR POLICE CHIEFS HAVE AGREED THAT THIS 

IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR COOPERATION.  

AND THE PUBLIC SHOULD KNOW THAT THIS 

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND, OUR LAW 

ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES WILL BE OUT ON THE 

WATER IN BIG NUMBERS.  

WHILE WE CERTAINLY WANT FAMILIES TO ENJOY 

THEIR TIME ON OUR WATERWAYS, WE NEED TO 



PREVENT FUN FROM TURNING INTO TRAGEDY AS 

HAS HAPPENED ALL TOO OFTEN IN MIAMI-DADE 

COUNTY. 

UNFORTUNATELY, OUR COUNTY LED THE STATE IN 

BOATING ACCIDENTS IN 2014. THAT SHOULD BE 

UNACCEPTABLE TO ALL OF US - OUR POLICE 

AGENCIES, SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAMS, ELECTED 

OFFICIALS AND RESIDENTS.  

 

THE FIRST THING WE NEED TO TELL OUR 

COMMUNITY IS TO AVOID BOATING UNDER THE 

INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS. 

JUST LIKE DUI, BUI IS ALSO ILLEGAL AND THEY 

MAKE A VERY DANGEROUS AND SOMETIMES EVEN 

LETHAL COMBINATION. 

ANYONE OPERATING A BOAT THAT IS SUSPECTED 

OF BEING UNDER THE INFLUENCE MUST SUBMIT TO 

SOBRIETY TESTS TO DETERMINE BLOOD OR 

BREATH ALCOHOL CONTENT. 

AND AS WITH DRIVING A CAR, IN FLORIDA A 

BOATER IS PRESUMED TO BE UNDER THE 

INFLUENCE IF THEIR BLOOD OR BREATH ALCOHOL 

LEVEL IS AT OR ABOVE .08. 



ALSO, ANYONE UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE WHO IS 

FOUND TO HAVE A BREATH-ALCOHOL LEVEL OF .02 

OR HIGHER WHILE OPERATING A BOAT IS IN 

VIOLATION OF FLORIDA LAW. 

IF YOU DO HAVE ALCOHOL IN YOUR BOAT, MUCH IN 

THE SAME WAY WE DO IT ON LAND, PLEASE MAKE 

SURE YOU HAVE A DESIGNATED OPERATOR AT THE 

HELM. 

THE MIAMI-DADE POLICE DEPARTMENT AND ALL 

THE AGENCIES REPRESENTED HERE ARE FULLY 

COMMITTED TO ENSURING THAT EVERYONE WHO 

ENJOYS OUR WATERWAYS DOES SO IN THE SAFEST 

WAY POSSIBLE…   

AND THAT BY FOLLOWING ALL WATER SAFETY 

LAWS, WE CAN AVOID BOATING ACCIDENTS AND 

TRAGEDIES, SO THAT ENJOYING OUR BEACHES 

AND WATER REMAINS A FUN AND SAFE FAMILY 

ACTIVITY FOR ALL.   

IN ADDITION TO OUR BUI LAWS, WE NOW HAVE 

RAFTING RESTRICTIONS IN PLACE FOR MIAMI-DADE 

COUNTY WATERWAYS. 

AS PER AN ORDINANCE WHICH WAS RECENTLY 

APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 



COMMISSIONERS AND THAT WENT INTO EFFECT ON 

MAY 15, IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR THE OPERATOR OF 

ANY VESSEL TO PARTICIPATE IN THE RAFTING OF 

MORE THAN FIVE VESSELS ON ANY WATERS LYING 

WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, 

WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE FLORIDA 

INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY.  

AS YOU KNOW, RAFTING IS A COMMON SOCIAL 

PRACTICE WHERE BOATS TIE UP TO OTHER BOATS, 

HOWEVER THIS NEW ORDINANCE ESTABLISHES 

RAFTING RESTRICTIONS SPECIFYING THAT NO 

MORE THAN FIVE VESSELS MAY ATTACH TO ONE 

ANOTHER BY MEANS OF A LINE OR ANY OTHER 

MEANS.  

THESE GROUPS OF RAFTED, TIED, OR ATTACHED 

VESSELS MUST MAINTAIN 100 FEET OF 

SEPARATION FROM OTHER RAFTED WATER 

VESSELS. 

 

UNFORTUNATELY, IN MANY OF THESE TRAGIC 

MARITIME ACCIDENTS, FIRST RESPONDERS ARE 

UNABLE TO REACH THE VICTIMS AND RENDER AID 



DUE TO RAFTING, WHICH SOMETIMES INVOLVES UP 

TO DOZENS OF BOATS TIED TOGETHER.  

FOR THAT REASON, THOSE WHO DON’T ABIDE BY 

THE NEW ORDINANCE WILL RECEIVE A $250.00 FINE 

AND REPEAT OFFENDERS MAY BE IMPRISONED IN 

THE COUNTY JAIL FOR A PERIOD OF 30 DAYS. 

FRIENDS… HAVING SPENT OVER 25 YEARS AS A 

FIREFIGHTER, I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT THE BEST 

WAY TO AVOID AN ACCIDENT IS TO PREVENT ONE.  

THAT IS WHY IT IS SO IMPORTANT THAT AS WE 

GATHER WITH OUR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS ON 

THIS MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND, WE TAKE THE 

NECESSARY STEPS TO PREVENT ACCIDENTS.  

THERE ARE STEPS WE RECOMMEND OUR 

RESIDENTS AND VISITORS TAKE WHEN THEY GO 

BOATING ON OUR WATERWAYS TO PREVENT 

ACCIDENTS FROM HAPPENING: 

THE NUMBER ONE WAY TO PREVENT ACCIDENTAL 

DEATH IS TO ENSURE THAT ALL BOATERS - NOT 

JUST CHILDREN - PUT AND KEEP ON A PERSONAL 

FLOTATION DEVICE FROM THE TIME THEY GET ON 

THE BOAT AT THE MARINA OR THE DOCK, UNTIL 

THEY GET TO THEIR FINAL DESTINATION. 



AS MENTIONED BEFORE, NO ONE SHOULD EVER 

OPERATE ANY VESSEL UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF 

DRUGS, ALCOHOL OR ANY CONTROLLED 

SUBSTANCE MEDICALLY PRESCRIBED OR NOT.  

ALL BOATERS SHOULD KEEP A COMPLETE FLARE 

KIT ON BOARD THE VESSEL AT ALL TIMES AND 

MAKE SURE THAT THEY FLARES ARE NOT EXPIRED,  

AS WELL AS A FIRST AID KIT ENOUGH TO TREAT 

ALL FAMILY MEMBERS OR FRIENDS WHILE OUT ON 

THE BOAT.  

FURTHERMORE, ALL BOATERS SHOULD HAVE A 

MEDICAL EMERGENCY KIT ON BOARD, BECAUSE 

EVEN THOUGH THE GOAL OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 

FIRE RESCUE'S FIREBOAT PROGRAM AS WELL AS 

THE WORK THAT OTHER FIRE DEPARTMENTS DO IS 

TO SAVE LIVES DURING AN EMERGENCY, THE FIRST 

FEW MINUTES ARE CRITICAL AND CAN MAKE THE 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH.  

IN ADDITION, ALL VESSELS NEED TO HAVE A FIRE 

EXTINGUISHER “MOUNTED” WITHIN ARMS 

DISTANCE IN CASE OF A FIRE EMERGENCY. A 

QUICK INITIAL KNOCKDOWN OF THE FIRE CAN 



HELP SAVE LIVES WHILE NOT ALLOWING THE 

SPREAD OF FIRE TO CONSUME THE VESSEL.  

ALL VESSELS NEED A HARD WIRED VHF RADIO TO 

BE ABLE TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE COAST 

GUARD, THE LOCAL POLICE/MARINE PATROL 

AUTHORITIES AND MIAMI-DADE FIREBOAT NORTH 

ON CHANNEL 16. IT IS ALSO HIGHLY 

RECOMMENDED TO HAVE A HAND-HELD VHF 

WATERPROOF RADIO ON BOARD. 

AND ALL NAVIGATIONAL LIGHTS MUST BE 

OPERATIONAL IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY THAT 

EXTENDS INTO THE NIGHT TO ASSIST THE 

EMERGENCY RESPONDERS TO LOCATE THEIR 

VESSEL.  

IT IS ALSO HIGHLY RECOMMENDED TO HAVE A 

NIGHT STROBE LIGHT ATTACHED TO A PERSONAL 

FLOTATION DEVICE; THIS WILL GREATLY INCREASE 

THEIR CHANCES OF BEING FOUND IN THE MIDDLE 

OF THE NIGHT.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON BOATING SAFETY, 

PLEASE VISIT MY WEBSITE AT 

WWW.MIAMIDADE.GOV/MAYOR/BOATING-SAFETY 

http://www.miamidade.gov/MAYOR/BOATING-SAFETY


IN CLOSING, THE MIAMI-DADE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

AND ALL THE AGENCIES REPRESENTED HERE ARE 

FULLY COMMITTED TO ENSURING THAT EVERYONE 

WHO ENJOYS OUR WATERWAYS DOES SO IN THE 

SAFEST WAY POSSIBLE…   

AND THAT BY FOLLOWING ALL WATER SAFETY 

LAWS, WE CAN AVOID BOATING ACCIDENTS AND 

TRAGEDIES, SO THAT ENJOYING OUR BEACHES 

AND WATER REMAINS A FUN AND SAFE FAMILY 

ACTIVITY.   

AGAIN, THIS IS A TEAM EFFORT SO I WANT TO 

MAKE SURE I THANK ALL OUR VARIOUS PARTNERS 

WHO MADE IT OUT HERE TODAY FOR THEIR 

CONTINUED EFFORTS AND LEADERSHIP ON 

BOATING SAFETY.   

I WANT TO ALSO RECOGNIZE CHIEF CHUCK PRESS 

OF KEY BISCAYNE FOR LEADING THIS EFFORT AS 

THE CHIEF OF CHIEFS OVER THE PAST YEAR. 

 

AND THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR COMMITMENT TO 

ENSURING THAT MIAMI-DADE BOATERS ARE SAFE. 

 

LET'S CHANGE THE TREND TOGETHER!  

 



LET'S MAKE OUR COUNTY WATERWAYS THE 

SAFEST IN THE STATE! 

 

THANK YOU ALL FOR JOINING US IN THIS 

IMPORTANT EFFORT… 

AND WHETHER YOU’RE ON OR OFF THE WATER, I 

WANT TO WISH EVERYONE A SAFE MEMORIAL DAY 

WEEKEND! 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALL AND MAY GOD CONTINUE 

TO BLESS MIAMI-DADE COUNTY!  

 


