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THANK YOU, PETER, FOR THAT KIND 

INTRODUCTION. 

GOOD AFTERNOON, EVERYONE. THANK YOU ALL 

FOR JOINING US HERE TODAY.  

ON BEHALF OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND OUR 2.6 

MILLION RESIDENTS, I AM THRILLED TO RECEIVE 

THIS CERTIFICATE. 

 

WE ARE INCREDIBLY HONORED TO BE THE FIRST 

DESIGNATED PHARMACEUTICALS FREIGHT HUB IN 

THE UNITED STATES, AND THE SECOND IN THE 

WORLD. 

 

THE AVIATION DEPARTMENT AND ITS COMMUNITY 

PARTNERS HAVE WORKED EXTREMELY HARD TO 

EARN THIS RECOGNITION. I APPLAUD THEM FOR 

THIS OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT.  

 

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK AVIATION DEPARTMENT 

DIRECTOR EMILIO GONZÁLEZ FOR HIS LEADERSHIP. 

 

AS MAYOR OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, THE MOST 

POPULOUS COUNTY IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA, IT’S 

MY PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO MIAMI, AND TO 

THE “AIR & SEA CARGO AMERICAS” CONFERENCE. 

 

MIAMI-DADE HAS GROWN FAR BEYOND JUST A 

TOURIST HOTSPOT TO BECOME A GLOBAL HUB FOR 
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TECHNOLOGY, INNOVATION, RESEARCH, FINANCE, 

AND NOW, CARGO LOGISTICS. 

 

IN FACT, M.I.A. IS AMERICA’S NUMBER-ONE AIRPORT 

FOR INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT -- SOMETHING OUR 

COMMUNITY TAKES GREAT PRIDE IN. 

 

JUST AS IMPRESSIVE IS THE FACT THAT M.I.A. IS 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY’S -- AND THE STATE OF 

FLORIDA’S -- TOP ECONOMIC ENGINE. 

 

M.I.A. GENERATES $34 BILLION IN BUSINESS 

REVENUE ANNUALLY, AND DIRECTLY AND 

INDIRECTLY SUPPORTS NEARLY 300,000 JOBS IN 

OUR COMMUNITY. 

 

WITH THE “PHARMA HUB” DESIGNATION, MIAMI-

DADE IS POISED FOR CONTINUED GROWTH IN THE 

LOCAL AND GLOBAL PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY. 

 

THE ADDITIONAL JOBS AND REVENUE THIS GROWTH 

WILL CREATE IN OUR COMMUNITY WILL FURTHER 

DIVERSIFY OF OUR ECONOMY. 

 

OUR DIRECTOR GONZÁLEZ AND THE ENTIRE 

AVIATION DEPARTMENT TEAM ARE DOING A GREAT 

JOB OF DRIVING AND MANAGING M.I.A.’S GROWTH, 

AND I THANK THEM FOR THEIR HARD WORK AND 

DEDICATION. 
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I ALSO WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 

RECOGNIZE PORTMIAMI, ITS DIRECTOR JUAN 

KURYLA AND HIS TEAM FOR ITS STRONGEST 

CONTAINER TRAFFIC RECORD IN TEN YEARS.  

 

PORTMIAMI MAY BE KNOWN AS THE "CRUISE 

CAPITAL OF THE WORLD," BUT IT DOES SO MUCH 

MORE. APPROXIMATELY 200,000 JOBS ARE 

SUPPORTED DIRECTLY AND INDIRECTLY BY 

PORTMIAMI. 

 

THIS MEANS THAT TOGETHER, MIA AND PORTMIAMI 

SUPPORT APPROXIMATELY 500,000 JOBS IN AND 

AROUND MIAMI-DADE COUNTY! AND JOBS AND JOB 

CREATION ARE THE MAIN REASONS MY 

ADMINISTRATION CONTINUED TO INVEST SO 

HEAVILY IN BOTH.  

 

OUR SEAPORT POSTED AN INCREASE OF 15 

PERCENT IN CONTAINERIZED CARGO MOVEMENTS 

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015, WITH A TOTAL OF 

1,007,800 TWENTY FOOT EQUIVALENT UNITS, ALSO 

KNOWN AS T.E.U.’S, MOVING THROUGH OUR PORT. 

 

WE EXPECT THE GROWTH PATTERN TO INCREASE 

ONCE THE EXPANDED PANAMA CANAL OPENS 

SOMETIME NEXT YEAR. WITH ITS 50/52-FOOT DEEP 

HARBOR, PORTMIAMI IS ALREADY "BIG SHIP 

READY!" 
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IN FACT, IT IS THE ONLY MAJOR GLOBAL TRADE HUB 

SOUTH OF VIRGINIA CAPABLE OF HANDLING 14,OOO 

T.E.U. VESSELS. 

 

AND CRUISING FROM MIAMI IS ONLY GETTING 

BETTER. PORTMIAMI EXPERIENCED YET ANOTHER 

EXCEPTIONAL YEAR, WITH NEARLY 4.9 MILLION 

PASSENGERS VACATIONING THROUGH OUR PORT, 

WHICH IS MORE THAN ANY OTHER PORT IN THE 

WORLD.  

 

MANY OF PORTMIAMI’S CRUISE PARTNERS ARE 

ALSO EXPANDING THEIR BUSINESS AT PORTMIAMI.   

NEW FOR 2015-16, IS THE ARRIVAL NEXT WEEK OF 

NORWEGIAN CRUISE LINE’S NEW 4,300 PASSENGER 

VESSEL, THE NORWEGIAN ESCAPE.  

 

ROYAL CARIBBEAN CRUISES PLANS A $150-MILLION 

EXPANSION AS PART OF A PUBLIC-PRIVATE 

PARTNERSHIP. AND CARNIVAL CORPORATION IS 

ALSO WORKING ON A SPECIAL DEAL FOR 

ADDITIONAL EXPANSION AT THE PORT.  

 

IN OTHER WORDS, THE FUTURE OF PORTMIAMI IS 

BRIGHT. 

 

I WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE PORT DIRECTOR JUAN 

KURYLA AND THE ENTIRE PORT TEAM FOR ALL 
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THEIR HARD WORK AND DEDICATION TO GROWING 

THE PORT BUSINESS.   

 

GROWTH IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE, COMMERCE 

AND TOURISM IN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY IS LOOKING 

STRONG AND IT IS LARGELY DUE TO THE 

INVESTMENTS WE HAVE MADE AT BOTH MIA AND 

PORTMIAMI. 

 

EMILIO AND JUAN, AND THEIR TEAMS, ARE DOING 

EXCELLENT WORK, AND THAT IS WHY WE ARE HERE 

TODAY -- TO CALL ATTENTION TO JUST HOW OUR 

TWO TOP ECONOMIC ENGINES ARE CREATING JOBS 

AND KEEPING MIAMI-DADE COUNTY'S ECONOMY 

COMPETITIVE. 

 

THROUGH THEIR HARD WORK, AND THE CONTINUED 

COMMITMENT OF BOTH MY ADMINISTRATION, AND 

OUR BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, MIAMI-

DADE COUNTY IS TRULY A GLOBAL GATEWAY. 

  

ONCE AGAIN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THANK YOU 

FOR JOINING US TODAY. 

 

I HOPE YOU ENJOY YOUR TIME AT THE “AIR & SEA 

CARGO AMERICAS” CONFERENCE, AND YOUR STAY 

IN OUR BEAUTIFUL, WORLD-CLASS COMMUNITY! 

 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU AND CONTINUE TO BLESS 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY! 


