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GOOD MORNING, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN! 

THANK YOU FOR THAT INTRODUCTION, 

LIEUTENANT APONTE.  

F.I.U. -- THANK YOU, AS ALWAYS, FOR BEING SUCH 

A GRACIOUS HOST. IT’S ALWAYS GREAT TO BE HERE 

IN PANTHER COUNTRY! 

IT’S ALSO GREAT TO SEE SO MANY FAMILIAR FACES 

FROM MIAMI-DADE POLICE HERE THIS MORNING. 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR NEWEST CLASS 

OF OFFICERS.  

I SAW MANY OF YOU YESTERDAY AT MY STATE OF 

THE COUNTY ADDRESS -- WHEN I SPOKE ABOUT THE 

GREAT WORK OUR POLICE DEPARTMENT IS DOING 

IN OUR COMMUNITY. I ALSO SPOKE ABOUT THE 

CONTINUED INVESTMENTS WE’RE MAKING IN 

KEEPING OUR COMMUNITY SAFE.  

I MENTIONED EQUIPPING OUR OFFICERS WITH 

BODY-WORN CAMERAS, REPLACING OUR VEHICLE 

FLEET AND MODERNIZING OUR REAL-TIME CRIME 

CENTER. I ALSO TALKED ABOUT OUR WORK TO KEEP 

RESIDENTS INFORMED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA, 
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AND THE STEPS WE’RE TAKING TO ADDRESS YOUTH 

VIOLENCE.  

YOU ALSO PROBABLY HEARD ME SAY THAT WE WILL 

HAVE 125 NEW OFFICERS IN OUR COMMUNITY BY 

THE FALL OF THIS YEAR.  AND YOU HEARD ME SAY 

HOW EXCITED I AM TO WELCOME OUR GRADUATING 

CLASS OF 90 NEW POLICE OFFICERS. 

THAT’S BECAUSE YOU, GRADUATES, ARE THE MOST 

IMPORTANT INVESTMENT OF ALL.  

MY TOP PRIORITY AS MAYOR OF MIAMI-DADE 

COUNTY IS THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF OUR 

RESIDENTS.  AND I’M LOOKING TO OUR NEWEST 

CLASS OF GRADUATES TO CONTINUE TO PROTECT 

OUR COMMUNITY.  

THIS IS A LARGE CLASS OF NEW OFFICERS WE HAVE. 

BUT THAT’S NO SURPRISE. WHO WOULDN’T WANT 

TO WORK FOR ONE OF THE LARGEST, AND WITHOUT 

A DOUBT THE FINEST, POLICE AGENCIES IN THE 

NATION?  

GRADUATES, YOU’RE ONE OF THE ELITE AND YOU 

SHOULD BE VERY PROUD TO SERVE OUR WORLD-

CLASS COMMUNITY.  
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SERVICE ABOVE SELF, IS SOMETHING YOU’VE 

HEARD ME SAY OVER AND OVER AGAIN... 

AND PUTTING SERVICE ABOVE SELF IS THE MISSION 

OF EVERY GOOD PUBLIC SERVANT.  

OUR POLICE OFFICERS ARE AMONG OUR 

COMMUNITY’S GREATEST PUBLIC SERVANTS. AND 

WE ONLY HIRE THE VERY BEST AT MIAMI-DADE 

BECAUSE OUR WORLD-CLASS COMMUNITY 

DESERVES A WORLD-CLASS POLICE DEPARTMENT.  

LEADERSHIP IS CRITICAL TO THE SUCCESS OF OUR 

POLICE DEPARTMENT. THAT’S WHY I WANT TO 

THANK RETIRING DIRECTOR J.D. PATTERSON FOR 

HIS 33 YEARS OF SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY AND 

FOR LEADING THE MEN AND WOMEN OF OUR POLICE 

DEPARTMENT THROUGH CHALLENGING TIMES.  

A FUTURE DIRECTOR OF MIAMI-DADE POLICE COULD 

BE A MEMBER OF TODAY’S GRADUATING CLASS. WE 

DON’T KNOW WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS, BUT I HAVE 

HIGH HOPES FOR ALL OF YOU.  

WHAT I CAN TELL YOU IS THAT THE NEXT DIRECTOR 

OF M.D.P.D. IS HERE IN THIS ROOM WITH US TODAY. 
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LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, JUAN PEREZ HAS SERVED 

AS ACTING DIRECTOR OF THE MIAMI-DADE POLICE 

DEPARTMENT SINCE NOVEMBER, AND HAS BUILT ON 

THE OUTSTANDING WORK OF OUR RETIRING 

DIRECTOR J.D. PATTERSON. 

JUAN IS A 25-YEAR VETERAN OF M.D.P.D AND I HAVE 

CONFIDENCE THAT HE WILL LEAD THE MIAMI-DADE 

POLICE DEPARTMENT IN A MANNER THAT WILL 

MAKE OUR WORLD-CLASS COMMUNITY PROUD -- 

CONTINUING TO MODERNIZE OUR 

INFRASTRUCTURE, ENHANCE OUR TECHNOLOGY, 

AND KEEP OUR RESIDENTS SAFE, INFORMED AND 

ENGAGED. 

 

DIRECTOR PEREZ, I LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING 

WITH YOU TO LEAD OUR MIAMI-DADE POLICE 

DEPARTMENT FORWARD; TACKLE THE PUBLIC 

SAFETY CHALLENGES THAT OUR COMMUNITY 

FACES; AND TO TAKE OUR DEPARTMENT TO EVEN 

GREATER LEVELS OF EXCELLENCE.  

I KNOW IT’S A HUGE UNDERTAKING, BUT I ALSO 

KNOW THAT YOU’RE THE RIGHT PERSON FOR THE 

JOB! 
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AND I’M SURE THAT YOUR WIFE AND CHILDREN WILL 

AGREE WITH ME.  

GRADUATES, ON BEHALF OF THE 2.6 MILLION 

RESIDENTS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, I THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY.  

CONGRATULATIONS! YOU MAKE MIAMI-DADE 

COUNTY PROUD.  

MAY GOD BLESS ALL OF YOU, AND MAY GOD 

CONTINUE TO BLESS MIAMI-DADE COUNTY! 

  

 


