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Baywalk – Riverwalk: 4-Mile Waterfront 
Trail Along the Bay
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Baywalk – Riverwalk: Historical Context

1894 – Mouth of the Miami River Early 1900’s – Mouth of the Miami River

1920 – Original Shoreline 1925 – Shoreline is Extended, Bayfront Park Built

1918 – Biscayne Boulevard

1962 – Urban Infill and Parking lots



Mi
am

i B
ay

wa
lk

-R
ive

rw
alk

City passed the Dan Paul ordinance requiring new buildings setback 50’ 
for public access. 

Most properties remain private and do not provide easements.

Baywalk – Riverwalk: Mandatory Setback
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Baywalk – Riverwalk: Previous Studies
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Baywalk – Riverwalk: Nine Sites



Mi
am

i B
ay

wa
lk

-R
ive

rw
alk

Nine Priority Sites
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Status of Nine Priority Sites:
Private development – Not Open
Construction or design in progress
Open
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Challenges:
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Since removal of the fence and concrete 
barriers at FEC Slip we now have 2 miles of 
continuous Baywalk.

SOUTH SIDE OF 
FEC SLIP

9
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3
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1 Women’s Club  
2 Resorts World        
3 South Side of FEC Slip
4 PortMiami Bridge
5 Epic Sales Center
6 Brickell Bridge
7 Presbyterian Church
8 Four Ambassadors
9 Villa Magna

BEFORE AFTER

Recent Successes: 
Connectivity

6

4
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Challenges:
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Challenges:
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• Orientation & Wayfinding
• Temporary Solutions to Opening up Disconnected Segments
• Community Involvement and Events to Activate Waterfront – 5K, Live Music, Art Festivals, Dog Walks, Crossfit, Run Club
• Celebrate Successes and Get the Word Out – Traditional Media, Social Media, Standalone Website, Constituency/Advocacy

Next Steps - Short Term Goals:
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3 South Side of FEC Slip
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5 Epic Sales Center
6 Brickell Bridge
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8 Four Ambassadors
9 Villa Magna
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Long Term Goals:
• Permanent Solutions to Opening up the Entire 4 Mile Corridor
• Implementing a Unified Design Element to Link the Entire Corridor
• Connectivity:

Biscayne Green              Flagler Street          SE/SW Ist Ave           Complete Streets
Bus Rapid Transit           Metromover CityBike CarSharing
The Miami Loop             Ludlum Trail            The Underline          Plan Z   
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Cars, Buses, Trolley, Metromover, Pedi-Cab, Boat
Bike, Skate, Run, Walk, Kayak, Paddleboard… and Watertaxi

How Will Residents Access the Baywalk-Riverwalk?



Let’s Look at Examples from Other Cities
Why Will Residents Use the Baywalk-Riverwalk?

21st Century Waterfront Park – Chattanooga, TN



It’s where people want to LIVE

Boston

Sydney

BaltimoreCharleston

Chicago

Why Will Residents Use the Baywalk-Riverwalk?



It’s where people want to WORK

Tampa

New York New York

Dubai Auckland Hong Kong

Boston

Why Will Residents Use the Baywalk-Riverwalk?



Sydney

Chicago

Charleston

Tampa

Austin Singapore

Tampa

San DiegoDetroit

It’s where people want to PLAY
Why Will Residents Use the Baywalk-Riverwalk?



Suzhou

Chicago

SuzhouShanghai

San Antonio

Croatia

It’s where people want to ACCESS THE WATER
Why Will Residents Use the Baywalk-Riverwalk?



It’s where people want to GO AT NIGHT

SingaporeSingapore

Why Will Residents Use the Baywalk-Riverwalk?

Tampa

Quebec City

Brooklyn

Boston



Venice

Baltimore

Barcelona

Paris Hong Kong Sydney

It’s where people want to VISIT (Around the World)
Why Will Residents Use the Baywalk-Riverwalk?



It’s where people want to VISIT (in the United States)

Golden Gate Park Barcelona

Navy Pier

Public Space City Annual # Visitors

Golden Gate Park San Francisco 13 Million

Pike Place Market Seattle 10 Million

South Street Seaport New York 9 Million

Navy Pier Chicago 8.7 Million

Pier 39/Fisherman’s Wharf San Francisco 8.1 Million Pier 39/Fisherman’s Wharf

South Street SeaportPike Place Park

Why Will Tourists Use the Baywalk-Riverwalk?



Public Space City Total Cost (To Date) Development Catalyzed
ROI 
Ratio

Waterfront Toronto Toronto $1.5 Billion $2.8 Billion 2:1

Smale Riverfront Park Cincinnati $88M $750M 9:1

Atlanta BeltLine Atlanta $400M $2,400M 6:1

21st Century Waterfront Chattanooga $120M $2,000M 17:1

Rose Kennedy Greenway Boston $35M $1,400M 40:1

Toronto Cincinnati ChattanoogaAtlanta

Boston

What Economic Impacts will the Baywalk-Riverwalk Have?



Thank you!

Miami Baywalk - Riverwalk
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