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to the State Historic Marker Committee. The railway is no longer extant and is not considered 
eligible for the National Register.  
 
The FEC Railroad Bridge at Tamiami Canal (8DA14821) is located in Section 2 of Township 54 
South, Range 40 East on the Hialeah (1988 PR 1994) USGS quadrangle map. The 100-foot long 
fixed-span bridge was constructed in 1954 and carried the Little River Spur of the FEC Railway 
(8DA1416) over the Tamiami Canal. Although the FEC Railroad Bridge at Tamiami Canal 
(8DA14821) was constructed at a later date than the Little River Spur of the FEC Railroad 
(8DA11416), its construction date of c.1954 does fall within the period of significance for the 
historic linear resource. Due to its historic association with the FEC Railroad, it was determined 
eligible for listing as a contributing resource within the National Register–eligible Little River 
Spur of the FEC Railroad (8DA11416). While the removal of the rails and ties from the FEC 
Railroad Bridge at Tamiami Canal (8DA14821) did not diminish from its overall integrity of 
design, materials, and workmanship as an individual bridge, the loss of these features affected its 
ability to contribute to the Little River Spur of the FEC Railway (8DA11416) and to convey its 
historic relationship to the railroad. Therefore, the proposed abandonment was determined to 
constitute an adverse to the FEC Railroad Bridge at Tamiami Canal (8DA14821). The bridge is no 
longer considered eligible as the spur railway materials have been removed and the associations 
and context between the bridge and railway do not exist (Figure 13). The FMSF form has been 
updated and is included in Appendix C.  
 

 
Figure 13: Photograph of the FEC Railroad Bridge at Tamiami Canal (8DA14821) showing 

context with the removed Little River Spur of the FEC Railroad (8DA11416) 
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In October of 2018, a MOA was executed by the Surface Transportation Board, the SHPO, and 
FECR LLC. Mitigation measures memorialized within the MOA include HAER Level III 
documentation and the placement of State Historic Markers at certain locations where the railroad 
and bridge once existed. The HAER documentation was completed by Janus Research and 
accepted by the National Park Service as complete and sufficient. Additionally, the historic 
markers wording and locations were approved by the Florida Historic Marker Council on May 24, 
2019. The markers were installed by FECR LLC on January 9, 2020, at the locations that were 
outlined in the application to the State Historic Marker Committee (Figures 14–17). 
 
The 2018 survey identified three historic resources within the historic resources APE. The 4.4- 
mile segment of the Little River Spur of the FEC Railway (8DA11416) within the 2018 survey 
limits was found to exhibit little of its historic appearance as all tracks, ties, and plates were 
removed by 2006 after the railway was abandoned within the APE that same year. It was therefore 
considered to be National Register–ineligible. The FEC Railway Bridge at C-3 Canal (8DA15696) 
was considered to be National Register–ineligible as it has lost most of its historic context. The 
Coral Gables (C-3) Canal (8DA15697) within the APE was considered National Register–
ineligible due to loss of integrity. 
 



CRAS for the Ludlam Trail Corridor Project PD&E Study 
Miami-Dade County 

August 2020 
 

61 

 
Figure 14: Location of Historic Marker for Little River Spur of the FEC Railway 

(8DA11416) 
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Figure 15: Location of Historic Marker for Little River Spur of the FEC Railway 

(8DA11416) 
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Figure 16: Location of Historic Marker for FEC Railroad Bridge at Tamiami Canal 

(8DA14821) 
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Figure 17: Location of Historic Marker for Little River Spur of the FEC Railway 
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National Register-Ineligible Resources 
 
DA11416 Little River Spur of the FEC Railway 
 

 
Figure 18: View of Little River Spur of the FEC Railway (8DA11416), South of SW 64th 

Street, Facing South 
 
The FEC Railway ROW consists of a north-south corridor in what was historically used as the 
Little River Spur of the FEC Railway stretching from SW 80th Street to 400 feet north of NW 7th 
Street. The ROW for the corridor is approximately 100 feet wide for most of its length but narrows 
to between 75 and 80 feet at some areas and to approximately 40 feet at roadway crossings (Figure 
19). The northern portion of the spur has been discussed previously in this document, and all 
materials from this previously recorded section have been removed.  
 
Railway magnate Henry M. Flagler's East Coast Lines (ECL) mainline extended south from 
Jacksonville to Daytona in 1889. Flagler incorporated the Florida Coast & Gulf Railway Company 
in 1892 and extended his tracks south to New Smyrna. Flagler organized the Jacksonville, St. 
Augustine, and Indian River Railway to lengthen the tracks to Lake Worth that same year. The 
railway, following an inland route parallel to the Intracoastal Waterway, reached West Palm Beach 
in 1893, the same year Flagler filed the original plat for that town. In 1894, Flagler reorganized his 
east coast railway companies into the Florida East Coast Railway. The railway was soon carrying 
the bulk of building materials, tourists, workers, and settlers to the new towns along the corridor. 
Flagler extended the FEC Railway further south, reaching Miami in 1896. Just three months after 
the railway reached Miami, the city became incorporated with 502 voters. Henry Flagler opened 
the Royal Palm Hotel the following year attracting a wealth of new people. In 1904, construction 
of the railway towards the Florida Keys began. In 1912, Henry Flagler rode the first train into the 
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town of Key West. The 1920s were a time of railroad expansion in Florida and the FEC regularly 
ran 40 trains a day between Jacksonville and Miami (Johnston and Mattick 2001). 
 
Many railroads struggled in Florida during the 1930s and the FEC entered bankruptcy in 1931 
(Bramson 2007). However, the FEC again made a profit in the mid-1930s. Alfred I. du Pont bought 
thousands of acres in Florida establishing the St. Joe Paper Company. Edward Ball, a businessman 
and du Pont’s brother-in-law, became the main trustee of du Pont’s estate in 1935 after his death. 
Ball, through money made from the St. Joe Paper Company, bought FEC bonds which helped 
bring the rail line out of debt (Johnston and Mattick 2001). The FEC ran seven trains of the Florida 
Special six days a week in the 1935-36 season (Bramson 2007). In 1935, however a storm lashed 
the Keys destroying portions of the rail line. The FEC decided not to rebuild, because the profit 
from the line was not as high as originally anticipated. At that point, Miami again became the end 
of the line. Around that time the FEC was more profitable transporting fruit and cargo than 
passengers and eventually the railway became solely a freight line. The Little River Spur of the 
FEC Railway was constructed in 1932 as part of the South Little River (SLR) Branch (FEC 
Railway, LLC 2015). The SLR Branch provided a connection from the mainline to the large 
railyard located in Hialeah. The FEC yard at Hialeah was an important facility for the FEC Railway 
as it housed an engine service area and roundhouse (Mann 1983).  
 
Within the current APE, the linear resource is approximately 100 feet wide at most areas but 
narrows to between 75 and 80 feet at some areas and to approximately 40 feet at roadway crossings. 
The Little River Spur within the APE exhibits little of its historic appearance. All tracks were 
removed by 2006 between milepost LR 13+0000 and milepost LR 18+0000 after the railway was 
abandoned within the APE that same year. Historic rail ties and plates remain on the FEC Railway 
Bridge at C-3 Canal (8DA15696) and railway grading is seen where the Little River Spur line once 
ran through the corridor. Ancillary features related to the Little River Spur are also present within 
the corridor to the east or west sides of where the tracks were laid. Groups of vertical concrete 
posts are seen to the north and south of major road intersections (Figure 20). Some groups of posts 
connect metal fencing together and appear to have been used to act as barriers in helping to keep 
people away from the FEC Railway corridor. Single concrete posts are seen scattered through the 
corridor to the east and west of where the tracks were laid. These single posts are often seen near 
residences and some still hold up signs which state “No Trespassing Property of FEC Railway 
Company.” The posts were first constructed and put up along FEC railways in Jacksonville in 
1968. The FEC then made their way south from Jacksonville with most of the posts being put up 
in FEC railways in the state by 1984. It is probable that the concrete posts in the FEC corridor 
within the APE were put up circa 1980s and are therefore non-historic (Stevens 2012). Two railway 
crossing signs were also seen within the corridor. The metal signs are diamond-shaped with an 
inset circle and crossbuck (Figure 21). Both signs have faded, and no wording is visible. However, 
they do not appear to be historic and were likely circa 1980s additions when most ancillary features 
were put into the corridor (Janus Research 2012). 
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Figure 19: View of Set of Abandoned Concrete Posts, North of SW 64th Street, Facing 

Southwest 
 

 
Figure 20: View of Abandoned Railway Crossing Sign, Facing Northwest 
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The southern portion of the Little River Spur within the current APE was not previously recorded, 
while the northern 1.2 miles of the railroad within the APE have been recorded (Figures 19–22). 
The northernmost 1.2 miles of the Little River Spur were evaluated in 2016 as a part of the CRAS 
and Effects Determination for the Florida East Coast Railway, LLC Abandonment Exemption 
(Janus Research 2016a). At the time of the documentation, this portion of the Little River Spur 
line was extant within the that area and was determined National Register–eligible by the SHPO 
on August 4, 2016, under Criteria A in the areas of Transportation and Community Planning and 
Development. The SHPO determined that the proposed project would have an adverse effect on 
the railroad (Appendix A). As required in the MOA, the adverse effect will be mitigated via the 
installation of two historic markers (Appendix B). The tracks, ties, and plates have since been 
removed, resulting in a loss of historic integrity, and the resource is not considered eligible.  
 
The Little River Spur historically was associated with development and transportation on the east 
coast of Florida. However, the Little River Spur retains little historic integrity within the APE. The 
Little River Spur was decommissioned by the FEC Railway in 2006 and all tracks, ties, and plates 
were removed from what was once the spur line shortly afterwards. All historic objects and features 
associated with the FEC Railway have also been removed with only non-historic concrete posts 
and metal signs found remaining within the corridor. Generally, railway lines which have had their 
historic materials removed and those which have had significant additions have been considered 
ineligible for the National Register (Johnston and Mattick 2001). Therefore, the portion of the 
Little River Spur of the FEC Railway within the project APE is considered National Register–
ineligible under Criteria A, B, C, or D. 

 

 
Figure 21: View of Little River Spur of the FEC Railway (8DA14878), South of Bird 

Road/SW 40th Street, Facing South 
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DA15696 FEC Railway Bridge at C-3 Canal 
 

 
Figure 22: View of FEC Railway Bridge at C-3 Canal (8DA15696), Facing North 

 
The FEC Railway Bridge at C-3 Canal (8DA15696), shown in Figure 23, is located in Section 14 
of Township 54 South, Range 40 East on the South Miami (1994) USGS quadrangle map, in the 
City of Miami, Miami-Dade County, Florida. This 75-foot long and 16-foot wide bridge is 
estimated to have been constructed circa 1932 and was built to carry the Little River Spur of the 
FEC Railway (8DA11416) over the Coral Gables (C-3) Canal (8DA15697) (Janus Research 2016). 
FEC service was discontinued along the Little River Spur line in 2004. All railway tracks within 
the APE were abandoned and pulled by 2006 (FEC Railway, LLC 2015). The small fixed-span 
wood trestle bridge contains a single span composed of steel stringers supported by wooden posts 
and sway braces with steel I-beam caps. The decking contains wooden rail ties with some historic 
steel tie plates still present (Figure 24). 
 
Historic railway bridges in Florida are generally considered significant due to their association in 
the development of the state’s railroad heritage (Johnston and Mattick 2001). The FEC Railway 
Bridge at C-3 Canal was built circa 1932 as part of the construction of the Little River Spur (Janus 
Research 2016b). The bridge crossing the C-3 Canal appears in aerials dating back to at least 1938. 
The materials and design of the bridge are historic, and it retains integrity with few alterations 
(Figure 24). As part of the 2016 documentation, portions of the Little River Spur were previously 
determined eligible by the SHPO, and the FEC Railway Bridge at Tamiami Canal (8DA14821) 
was determined a contributing feature of the Little River Spur (Janus Research 2016b), although 
it is not considered eligible any longer due to loss of associations and context.  
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Figure 23: Decking with Wood Rail Ties and Steel Tie Plates, Facing North 

 
The FEC Railway Bridge at C-3 Canal has an association with the FEC Railway but the historic 
context surrounding the two resources has been lost. The FEC Railway’s historic materials are not 
extant within the project APE. The ROW shows no visible signs of railway tracks present, but 
some wood rail ties and steel tie plates are left on the bridge (Figure 24). The bridge is abandoned, 
unused, and does not exhibit its historic use as being a part of and connected to the FEC Railway. 
This bridge is also built in a common bridge style for the FEC Railway, and other wood trestle 
bridges can be found within Miami-Dade County (ACI 2013). According to the Florida’s Historic 
Railroad Resources National Register Multiple Property Submission, for railroad resources to be 
considered significant they must be exceptional examples of a type of architecture or engineering 
and removal of significant details would exclude resources from being considered eligible 
(Johnson and Mattick 2001). Abandonment in place and a loss of connection with the overall 
railroad spur due to the removal of the tracks at this location are factors which can be used to 
consider a bridge ineligible. The FEC Railway Bridge at C-3 Canal (8DA15696) is considered 
National Register–ineligible under Criteria A, B, C, and D, on an individual level, but it is also 
considered ineligible as a contributing resource to the railroad as there is no longer a physical 
connection between the two resources. 
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DA15697 Coral Gables (C-3) Canal 
 

 
Figure 24: View of Coral Gables (C-3) Canal, Facing West from A.D. Barnes Park and 

Preserve 
 
The Coral Gables (C-3) Canal (8DA15697), shown in Figure 25, is in Section 14 of Township 54 
South, Range 40 East on the South Miami (1994) USGS quadrangle map, in the City of Miami, 
Miami-Dade County, Florida. The Coral Gables (C-3) Canal is a straight, upland, flow-through 
canal and runs in a west-east direction through the project APE for approximately 100 feet. This 
is a small section of the Coral Gables (C-3) Canal which flows in a general northwest-southeast 
direction for approximately 7.57 miles from its juncture with the Tamiami (C-4) Canal (8DA6453) 
until it empties into Biscayne Bay. The area flanking the canal is steep and historically consists of 
earthworks made of compacted soil, limestone, and vegetation (FDHR 2012). However, some 
parts of the north and south banks of the Coral Gables (C-3) Canal, including along A.D. Barnes 
Park and Preserve within and adjacent to the project APE, were replaced circa 2012 with modern 
concrete as seen in Google Earth imagery and shown in Figure 25. 
 
The Coral Gables (C-3) Canal is estimated to have been constructed in the early 1910s and 
completed by 1915 as a local cross canal which had a juncture with and split off to the southeast 
from the Tamiami (C-4) Canal which began circa 1909. This date of approximately 100 years ago 
is when some of the major Everglades drainage canals were completed. The major canals were 
built to facilitate draining and transportation from the Everglades into South Florida and the 
localized cross canals also served this purpose for a smaller area (New South Associates 2005). 
The Coral Gables (C-3) Canal appears in historic aerials dating back to at least 1938. A portion of 
the Coral Gables (C-3) Canal to the east of the APE was then incorporated into the design of the 
City of Coral Gables in the 1920s as the Coral Gables Waterway. Canals were just one of many 
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features that were a part of George Merrick’s design of Coral Gables. Merrick intended for and 
designed Coral Gables to look and feel like an Old-World city (Gerckens 1997). Canals running 
through the city were constructed to provide a local means of transportation with the use of 
gondolas riding on the canals. However, due to the 1926 land bust, Merrick’s vision of gondolas 
riding along the canals of Coral Gables was not realized and the Coral Gables (C-3) Canal was 
still used primarily for drainage (FDHR 2012). 
 
The 1938 historic aerial shows development to the east of the APE which is located in Coral 
Gables. The Coral Gables (C-3) Canal surrounds the buildings and streets shown platted out and 
was incorporated into the planning and design of Coral Gables (Figure 26). The 1952 aerial shows 
an increase of development in Coral Gables around the canal and the Coral Gables (C-3) Canal is 
shown at its original juncture with the Tamiami (C-4) Canal in the northwest corner (Figure 27). 
The 1968 aerial, shown in Figure 28, depicts a split of the original branch of the Coral Gables (C-
3) Canal from the Tamiami (C-4) Canal. The Palmetto Expressway running north/south through 
the west side of the aerial was constructed from 1958-1962 and a retention pond was built to the 
east of the highway for the Coral Gables (C-3) Canal to drain from. 
 
As part of the 2006 National Register Determination of Eligibility form for the Tamiami (C-4) 
Canal (8DA6453), the Coral Gables Canal was described at its intersection with a retention pond 
northwest of the APE which empties from the south into the Tamiami (C-4) Canal. The Palmetto 
Expressway located to the west of the APE altered the original layout of the juncture of the Coral 
Gables (C-4) Canal and the Tamiami (C-3) Canal when it was constructed between 1958-1962. 
The retention ponds on either side of the juncture of the two canals were created at this time. The 
intersection has been significantly altered and does not retain historic integrity. The Tamiami (C-
3) Canal was considered National Register–ineligible at this location (Janus Research 2006).  
 
Regional canals dug as part of early 20th century reclamation efforts as well as transportation canals 
can be considered potentially eligible. Local cross canals which branch off from regional canals 
are not generally considered individually eligible (Jones 2012). The Coral Gables (C-3) Canal was 
built to be a local cross canal which branches off from the regional Tamiami (C-4) Canal. The 
Coral Gables (C-3) Canal has been primarily associated with drainage efforts in taking water out 
from the Everglades and emptying it into Biscayne Bay. The canal was to provide a local 
transportation route as part of the original plan of Coral Gables. However, the canal has historically 
retained a secondary role as a means of transportation within the Coral Gables area (FDHR 2012). 
 
The banks of the Coral Gables (C-3) Canal within and adjacent to the APE have been altered with 
original limestone banks having been replaced by modern materials circa 2012 damaging the 
integrity of the canal. The Coral Gables (C-3) Canal is considered a cross canal and not one of the 
major canals associated with the history of the Everglades. It branches off from the regional 
Tamiami (C-4) Canal northwest of the current project APE and the intersection of the two canals 
outside of the APE has been altered due to the construction of the Palmetto Expressway from 1958-
1962. The portion of the Coral Gables (C-3) Canal, which runs east-west through the project APE, 
is a small segment approximately 100 feet long of the larger canal that extends for over seven 
miles. Based on the information and visual survey, it appears the portion of the Coral Gables (C-
3) Canal within the APE does not meet Criteria A, B, C, and D for inclusion in the National 
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Register; however, portions outside of the APE and within the City of Coral Gables may be 
considered eligible if they are documented at a future date as part of an effort outside of the 
parameters of this project. 
 

 
Figure 25: 1938 Aerial with View of Project Footprint 
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Figure 26: 1952 Aerial with View of Project Footprint 
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Figure 27: 1968 Aerial with View of Project Footprint 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 
No archaeological sites were identified within the APE as a result of surveys conducted in 2016 
and 2019.  
 
The historic resources reconnaissance surveys from 2016 and 2019 identified a total of six historic 
resources. The 1.21-mile northern segment of the Little River Spur of the FEC Railway 
(8DA11416) that was extant during the 2016 survey was evaluated as National Register–eligible 
along with the FEC Railroad Bridge at Tamiami Canal (8DA14821). Both resources are no longer 
considered eligible for the National Register. A MOA was executed by the Surface Transportation 
Board, the SHPO, and FECR LLC in 2018 to mitigate adverse effects to these two resources based 
on the Abandonment project. The HAER documentation was completed by Janus Research and 
accepted by the National Park Service as complete and sufficient. Additionally, historic markers 
approved by the Florida Historic Marker Council were installed by FECR LLC on January 9, 2020. 
The Seaboard Air Line (CSX) Railroad (8DA10753) was also evaluated as National Register–
eligible by the SHPO. The proposed project will not have an adverse effect on this resource. The 
remaining 4.4-mile segment of the Little River Spur of the FEC Railway (8DA11416) within the 
APE, as well as the Tamiami Canal (8DA6453), the FEC Railway Bridge at C-3 Canal 
(8DA15696), and the Coral Gables (C-3) Canal (8DA15697) were evaluated as National Register–
ineligible. 
 

Unanticipated Finds 
 
Although unlikely, should construction activities uncover any archaeological material, it is 
recommended that activity in the immediate area be stopped while a professional archaeologist 
evaluates the material. If human remains are found during construction or maintenance activities, 
Chapter 872.05, F.S. applies and the treatment of human remains will conform to Chapter 3 of the 
FDOT CRM Handbook. Chapter 872.05 states that, when human remains are encountered, all 
activity that might disturb the remains shall cease and may not resume until authorized by the 
District Medical Examiner or the State Archaeologist. The District Medical Examiner has 
jurisdiction if the remains are less than 75 years old or if the remains are involved in a criminal 
investigation. The State Archaeologist may assume jurisdiction if the remains are 75 years of age 
or more. 
 

Curation 
 
FMSF forms (Appendix C) and photographs are curated at the FMSF, along with a copy of this 
report. A survey log sheet is included in Appendix E. Field notes and other pertinent project records 
are temporarily stored at Janus Research until their transfer to the FDOT storage facilities. 
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