Community Meeting to discuss
West Matheson Hammock Park

Miami-Dade County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava and
County Commissioner Raquel Regalado
May 8, 2023
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The process to determine
an optimal future for West
Matheson Hammock Park is
years in the making

— 1995
Original master

planning process
kicks off

— AUGUST 2020
Working plan for
WMH posted for
public comment

AUGUST 2015

Second General Plan
public meeting, at St.
Thomas Episcopal Church

— OCTOBER 2008

General Plan presented at
Fairchild Tropical Botanic
Garden public meeting

Icons: Katrin Scholz, ka reemov

— APRIL 5
Mayor and
Commissioner
host community
meeting

TODAY
Presentation + Discussion
of Plan for West

Matheson Hammock Park

OCTOBER 26 —
Most recent community
meeting on the public

access and environmental
protection of the West MIAMI-DADE
Matheson Park lands COUNTY



Since we last met in
October, a lot of work has
gone into producing a
revised plan that meets
commuhnity needs

Internal due diligence and deliberation

Analysis of community feedback
Research on best practices
Cross-department collaboration

Preparation of today’s compromise plan

Revising plan elements in response to feedback
Preparing a compromise plan that incorporates
feedback received to date

MIAMI

DADE'
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FYNEST PARK IN SOUTHEAST BEING DEVELOPED HERE

GENTRAL LISTINB v W HLRI‘, l) ADE ( \TY" NATU l\l, Bl-.?LES ARE PRLSL\ ll OR THE PL'BLIC : Shs PUBLIG BEAGHES

BUREAU CALLED ARE GUARANTEED
ADVANTAGEOUS T0 GENERAL USE

Miami Beach Realty ' TR Oy - _ PR Y : Matheson Hammock
Board Finds Depart- S - e . ' : : 3 Grant Augmented by
ment Dlstmcl Help , : County’s Purcha\e

One of the outstanding »ervices
rendered to members by the Miaml
Beach Realty Board, is accom-
plished through a central listing
bureau. Its operation has proved
highly satisfactory, according to
Guy W. Ellis, board president, who
points out that it is advantageous
both to realtors and to property
owners.

Mr. Ellis said:

“This central listing bureau Is
particularly advantageous in a
community where there iz a large
number of absentee owners

“Herctofore, the owner of Miami
Beach property who might live in
the North was likely to receive 30
to 40 different Inquiries as to
whether his property was on the
market. Under the central listing
bureau pilan, board members do
not communicate directly with the
owners for listings, but rather
send one communication from the
bhoard offices, the result of which
is sent to all members of the board
on the daily bulletin.

“This has been a most acceptable
innovation for the owners of Miami
Beach property. They receive one
communication from the realty| ...

board and If they desire to sell | - o re g gl
they can list with the realty board 5 ~ J ' > : . o ) co:lnneh hupcn:lon tnk o [M'r.u i
B L immstioy bussiood || Migmi Realty SR RNE AR (N -. T e et
e entire membership. / ‘ : AL : .
“As the membership in the Mi- ) been developed by

ami Beach Realty Board is com- Board News i '_\ Matheson on the old
v/ .

posed of more than 95 per cent of

The finest public park in Flor-
ida and probably In the entire
South has been insured for resi
dents of this area through the ac-
tion of the Dade county commis-
sion last week In approving the
purchase, at a price of $§25000, of
160 acres adjoining the cou .
owned Matheson hammock prop-
erty on the south,

The transaction gives the pub-
lie a 520-acre area, including a
half-mile white-sand natural beach
which is guaranteed against en
croachment of individual develop-
ers in Greater Miami's expanding
realty activities.

Pretentious plans for Improve-
ment of this park over a long pe-
riod of years have been made by
the park committee of the county
commission, of which C. H, Cran-
don is chalrman. Mr. Crandon's
entry into polictics was largely mo-
tivated by a desire to see Dade
county -adequately provided with
public parks, and immediately after
he took office, some seven years
ago, the park committee of the
county commission was formed and
A. D. Barnes was employed as

the active brokers on the beach, it | By TED REBRER B

gives a wide dulrxbu ion o! lhu :r-onu-- Seeretary) & | Ameri

Tist - - S X : |

B8 Miami Daily News, May 17, 7936 Finest Park in Southeast Being Developed Here, a profile of Matheson Hammock Park ' R g pmmm that ever since that time
tined anily to DO D e % he has been working toward
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Matheson Park’s creation in 1930
was historic, and heralded in its
early years as a regional flagship
and national model for marrying
environmental stewardship with
public park enjoyment

MATHESON PARK
TERMED THING
OF WILD BEAUTY

100 Acres of Unspoiled
Wilderness Given
Dade County

— -
Mr. Matheson’s pury

the pa k e Tirst piace was
oy DPress s | Im aesy Iat n. A
syndicate had bought 3 level
ment purposes, and planued to us
for home sifes, Mr. ‘Matheson wa
affered a substar 3 siim for 1t

ing the real esta Fl

but disdained all offers ecguse he
v\~='f'u“ﬁ: tn nprecerva 1t Thic = mlan
118 nrpose in giving it to Dade

They are to be found in 100 acres'
of unspoiled Florida wilderness, namu:ii
Matheson Hammock, in honor of the!
donor, by the Dade county commis-|
sion, and dedicated to the people of
the county “that this wild and natural
growth may be preserved and perpetu-
ated.” Here nature
to riot untrammeled throughout the
years, for the =ole provision that Mr.
Matheson has made in connect
the royal gift is that the growth is
to go unchecked
is to revert to the Matheson estate,

The gift was made to I’ade ecounty
about a month ago. C. H. Ceandon,
county comimissioner, is mainly respon-
sible for it, for Mr. Crandon, who is
in charge of the county parks and
highway beantification, was first to see
the possibilities of the beauty spot,!
and it was through his personal ef-
forts the donatein was arranged.

Improvements to the property are
to be started immediately, Mr. Cran
don says, Mr. Matheson's stipnlation

that the vegetation is not to

is to be allowed

ion with

Otherwise the park

be harmed
to be held constantly in mind. Fallen
trees—such as do not add to the at
tractiveness of the park—are
cleared away, pathways

to be
are to be

C. H. CRANDON
- - o]

Miami Daily News, February 9, 1930




The final deal, Mr. Crandon said,
was made possible through the co-
operation of George E. Merrick,
who was able to obtain suitable
land for $25,000 after long negotia-
tions which reduced the original
estimated price from $41,000.

“The ownership of this particu-
lar area by the public has been
one of my objectives ever since I
| first took office,” Mr. Crandon
said. “Had any individual devol-
oper backed the retailing of the
land adjoining this natural beach
we have just got, he would un-
doubtedly have made a fortune, for
no finer area exists in southeast
Florida for sites of extensive pri-
vate estates. Through the present
county commission’s far-sighted-
ness, however, this land is forever
preserved for the enjoyment of the
people.”

Miami Daily News, May 17, 1936
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Biscayne @&

Company
(Mathesons) to

Dade County

™ I
Parcel acqulred by County separately

5 '
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" Boundaries are approximate, not survey quality
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"ﬁ Further due diligence may be required; r > ;," e
L 1930 Deed Boundary verified by FR Aleman. W
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2. That said premisse alinll be nevpetuslly and forevar gwned,

The Matheson famlly,s deed held and kept by the party of the second oart for the use and Lensfis
tO the County made C|eal’ of snd in trust for the oubdlic za .a botanical oark,; ond shall nost be
the need to preserve publlc o¥ned, held, kept, used or enjoyed T any OtAST purpose ¥ SUrposEa
- whateosver, That aaid ormnxses shsll wervetually, continupusly and
enjoyment Of the Iand m forevdar he kept oven, at any and all reassasble times, €y the {rae
pl’OteCtion Of its Wlld, aceegs, use and enjoymeént of the public, provided, howaver, that (ha

natura' State paity of the second onart may and shall imnose and enforce such
reasonatle rostrictions af:d- regulationg upon the use of gaid oremides
by the public as may in the opinion of Lts duly constitubted authse~
ities from time to time Be necessary to fully effact thé DUrpo AL E

for wbich said premises are herein dedicated.

3, That the sald premises ghall be perpetually and forever
kept, preserved and protected in its present original and nsbural

state of vegetation and growth so that the fiora, timber, plante

&nd all na.'stmsl gxmvth niow on aaid premi.ees inea virgin sﬁ&te shail

pgrpqso of proteoﬁing, prmwnag md perpotmﬂng tho vegeta.ticm
ok sa,td pxmaes, nay m “ShaTl plesar, olean; cub Bway and remove
all and only euch undergrowth and dead, diseaged or fallen g:mwth

Clipping from deed transfer of park lands from The Biscayne or matter or such growth or satter as might otherwise mar or en— MIAMI-DADE
Company (William J. Matheson and Hugh M. Matheson, President and COUNTY

Secretary) to Dade County - January 14, 1930 danger the virgin beauty or life of such vegetation.
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‘unique.visitor experle‘ncie*
‘thatsis treasured by ma



The revised plan that we
have crafted takes into
account and balances
several important concerns

Park Enjoyment:Concerns Environmental Concerns Neighborhood Concerns

MIAMI-DADE
Images: Miami-Dade County, Lidia Dinkova COUNTY



It is also oriented around a
series of principles which
we arrived at by listening to
you and our experts

A B C

Abide by the Public access to Preserve our
original intentions our parklands hardwood
of the 1930 deed hammock

o= &%

Icons: Chunk Icons, Iconiyo, Adam Zubin, Jonathan Meyer, Nikita Kozin

D

Visitors allowed to
bring dogs to the
park while
following park rules

o

Park traffic and
parking should not
spill out into the
surrounding
neighborhood

®

MIAMIDADE



What we are presentmg today IS a
community-driven comp
draft plan to protect and |




Park access will be
improved through two key
interventions

e

AP : 5. W
Hillsboro Pineland Natural Area, Florida

Amelia Earhart Park : Gwen Cherry Park

Concerns addressed: Park Enjoyment + Environmental Principles incorporated: @?? % %

MIAMI-DADE

Images: Miami-Dade PROS Department, Google Maps, Salty Palette, Maria Masha Saba (via AllTrails) COUNTY



Our parking plan has also
been modified in response to
concerns we heard in October

LEGEND

Existing Asphalt Trail
with 2-rail Fence

Parking Area / 10 ADA
Parking Spaces

@ Dog Park Entrance

Existing Asphalt Trail

with 2-rail Fence
| Parking Area | SADA
@ ro s

& @ Dog Park Entrance.

@ Fenced Dog Park @ Fenced Dog Park

@ Existing Asphat Trail | @ Existing Asphalt Trail

| (®) ising s Stion

@ New Trail Loop

H| @ st Usies Stion

: @ New Trail Loop

@

)

PARKING AREA/ 10 ADA SPACES PARKING AREA/ 5 ADA SPACES

Concerns addressed: Park Enjoyment + Neighborhood Impact

MIAMI-DADE
Images: Miami-Dade PROS Department, Google Maps COUNTY



We have expanded the top-
class play area for dogs in
response to your feedback

!
Ay ' ‘ ;
) %
B LEGEND - LEGEND
\ Existing Asphalt Trail - XS s d Existing Asphalt Trail
with 2-rail Fence 2 ;’ 1 with 2-rail Fence

Parking Area / 10 ADA Parking Area / 5 ADA
Parking Spaces ¥ Parking Spaces
| |

Concerns addressed: Park Enjoyment + Environmental

Images: Miami-Dade PROS Department, Dog Connection, Jessica Gibbs

MIAMI-DADE



e VAT ek <r‘z,rﬁ§§5¥ﬁ‘-‘~¥? =
South Miami Dog Park (City of Miami) - 1.8 miles
Modera Colonnade Park (Miami-Dade County) - 2.4 miles
Chapman Field Park (Miami-Dade County) - 2.6 miles
Suniland Park (City of Pinecrest) - 4 miles
Blanche Park (City of Miami) - 4.3 miles

Tropical Park (Miami-Dade County) - 4.3 miles
Catalonia Park (City of Coral Gables) - 4.4 miles
David T. Kennedy Park (City of Miami) - 4.9 miles

S T ] 7 ey e

—

I MIAMI-DADE
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We also believe that new
signage throughout the park will
improve the visitor experience

MATHESON
HAMMOCK PARK
NATURE TRAIL
NO UNAUTHORIZED
VEHICLES BEYOND
THIS POINT

o F

) West Virginia

A0 VTS SN

Rilid
Rl

aulover Beach Park

D

Concerns addressed: Park Enjoyment + Environmental Principles incorporated: Ci%%) % ®

MIAMI-DADE
Images: Miami-Dade County, Leave No Trace, Tyler Barker COUNTY
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This sighage WI|| nhot only encourage S L

&
- good behavior but also educate visitors .
“of all ages about valuable environmental

-

assets in the park that we all have a <
stake in preserving T

2 federally
18 state endangeted

\""' reu

19 state: threatenéd plar'Lt spemes .

. 7 AR Ol S MIAMI-DADE
4 ’ ; TR e, “\,: COUNTY

Images.: Miami-Dade PROS Department, Ed Mackerrow, Bill Chitty




A revised plan for

(i T oo
& f

West Matheson
Hammock Park

OVERVIEW

SW 52nd AVENUE

§
:

BANYAN DRIVE
£
g
KERWOOD COURT
-

(@) Parksign =
@ Existing North Enfrance KERWOOD OAKS DRIVE 2Sa

Existing Asphalt Trail with 2-rail Fence on Both Sides S

Parking Area / 5 ADA Parking Spaces

Dog Park Entrance 1

T 7 3 -
e N ET o W e (@ .
Fenced Dog Park I TN ) \ !

Existing &' Nature Trail i G bt

Existing Utilities Station N T ) . - ; el [ 7y
Existing Underground and Overhead Electric Service g ¥ .x '.}_4‘ o BV S i “ (11
Existing Asphalt Trail " 2

Existing Historic Coral Rock Nursery Provsily Lt

Elevated Nature Trail i

Property Line
Elevated Nature Trail Entrance
BANYAN TRAIL
Nature Trails

New Trail Loop
Existing Parking Area

Existing Parking Area

PORPPPPRPPOEORPO®®E®

Signalized Pedestrian Crossing




PORPPPORCPOPEPOPOOOR®

West Matheson
Hammock Park

HIGHLIGHTS

Park Sign

Existing North Enfrance

Existing Asphalt Trail with 2-rail Fence on Both Sides
Parking Area / 5 ADA Parking Spaces

Dog Park Entrance

Fenced Dog Park

Existing 6 Nature Trail

Existing Utilities Station

Existing Underground and Overhead Electric Service
Existing Asphalt Trail

Existing Historic Coral Rock Nursery

Elevated Nature Trail

Elevated Nature Trail Entrance

Nature Trails

New Trail Loop

Existing Parking Area

Existing Parking Area

Signalized Pedestrian Crossing

BANYAN DRIVE

Property Line

BANYAN TRAIL

SW 52nd AVENUE




A revised plan for

West Matheson
Hammock Park

VISITOR
EXPERIENCE

(@) Parksign

@ Existing North Enfrance
(3) Existing Asphalt Trail with 2-rail Fence on Both Sides
@ Parking Area / 5 ADA Parking Spaces

@ Dog Park Entrance

@ Fenced Dog Park
@ Existing &' Nature Trail

Existing Utilities Station

@ Existing Underground and Overhead Electric Service
Existing Asphalt Trail

@ Existing Historic Coral Rock Nursery

@ Elevated Nature Trail

@ Elevated Nature Trail Entrance

Nature Trails

@ New Trail Loop

Existing Parking Area

@ Existing Parking Area
Signalized Pedestrian Crossing

BANYAN DRIVE

BANYAN DRIVE ACCESS: Banyan

Drive access path will be improved
with a new nature trail section and
enhanced sighage.

SW 95 STREET g :
- : A
.. @ 2d
KERWOOD OAKS DRIVE area b
2 ’ 3
VTR L L Y e AR S £ — __
1
- O

EXPLORING THE TROPICAL
HARDWOOD HAMMOCK: For the
first time, park visitors will be able to

experience and learn about the
beautiful natural features of the park
without disturbing them, via the
enhanced trail that will feature
engaging educational signage.

SW 52 d AVENUE

NORTH GATE ACCESS: Access
for pedestrians and vehicles
with ADA placard (with space
for 5 parked vehicles adjacent

to new fenced-in dog area).

14

OLD R ROAD A
de o .: e O be
: 1
2
o
0 (1AM




Proposed
EEL-managed
areas under
the revised
plan

The fenced in dog park plan is
a compromise made possible
by the land swap of
environmentally sensitive
lands managed by EEL, since
dog use in EEL lands would
not be consistent with its
purpose. Through this land
swap, the area in blue, which
is currently EEL designated
and includes the area to be
occupied by the dog park, will
no longer be designated. In
its place, environmentally
sensitive land within the
eastern section of Matheson
Hammock Park that is not
currently EEL designated
would then be managed by
EEL. The number of EEL-
designated acres would be
the same, and the areas in
pink would be the extent of
EEL-designated lands in West
Matheson Hammock.

BANYAN DRIVE

;

Property Line

BANYAN TRAIL

d The boundaries mapped here are approximate and for discussion purposes.

SW 52nd AVENUE

5
:




The role of enforcement
and compliance in
promoting kindness and
respect at the park

Challenge

The operational
cost of having
round-the-clock
enforcement by
personnel makes
this infeasible

Challenge

There is also a risk
to over-patrolling
the park in terms of
the overall visitor
experience

Opportunity

We can rely on
positive, engaging
sighage to
encourage good
behavior

Opportunity

Parks staff can
provide a friendly
reminder to visitors
whenever they are
in the park

Opportunity

In collaboration
with law
enforcement, can
provide occasional
and spot patrols

MIAMIDADE



With your input O 5, T ST oS 8 : RN <. e e e
today, we will 5 oIy wata AP et
prep);reafinal w i PICNIC in JUNGLE
compromise plan ige YRS B TN ~ S

that balances our
collective needs, is
true to our shared
principles, and
honors the
iIntentions set in
1930.

Forest Trails Of Matheson Hammock
Twist Through Lond Of Make-Believe

By JANE GARRIGAN

MIAMI-DADE
COUNTY
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We want to hear from you!
These community guidelines
will guide our Q&A

For this Zoom Webinar, we will be using these two key features
can find at the bottom of your Zoom window.

which you

To submit written questions that you would like us to respond to, or to view other
participant questions, open the Q&A window. We will attempt to answer every question.

To ask a verbal question or make a comment, tap the Raise Hand button. We will recognize
you in order of hands raised.

Please keep your points to the topics being discussed, and please be cognizant of other
participants and keep your thoughts or questions to 2 minutes.

Please respect fellow residents, and the facilitation and notetaking team. MIAMI-DADE'
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