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April 18, 2012

Dear Guests:

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Great Park Summit 2012!

This marks the fourth Summit hosted by the Miami-Dade County Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Department. The
first, held in 2006, initiated the development of the County's Parks and Open Space Master Plan which was approved by
the Board of County Commissioners in 2009 and incorporated into the Comprehensive Development Master Plan in 2010.

Each subsequent Summit, in 2008 and 2010, have provided us with the opportunity to further foster a spirit of
collaboration and coordination between public and private entities and to implement the Plan's vision for a seamless park
system throughout Miami-Dade County. The themes of the previous Summits highlighted the multiple benefits of parks,
including benefits to the economy, the environment and the health of citizens and tourists of Miami-Dade County.

This year's theme is "Partnerships Through Creative Initiatives". Speakers will discuss the benefits of parks with a focus on
the significant role that parks and open space can play in the community such as promoting economic vitality, health and
general neighborhood revitalization. Highlighted will be strategies that create parks and open space as a result of a unique
nationwide initiative called Red Fields to Green Fields.

I hope you enjoy the event and will join us again in two years for the Great Park Summit 2014!

Sincerely,

Carlos A. Gimenez
Mayor

CARLOS A. GIMENEZ
MAYOR

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA



“The Great Park Summit is a time for us to reignite the spirit of collaboration and partnership
that is necessary to build a lasting coalition of park and public space advocates.”

Javier Souto
Commissioner, District 10
Chair of Recreation, Culture and Tourism Committee

“I hope that the Summit will serve as an opportunity to further the interaction and sharing of
ideas and insights on how we can work together to continue to improve the quality of life in
our community for this generation and those that follow.”

Joe A. Martinez
Commissioner, District 11
Chair of the Board of County Commissioners

“Today we celebrate our fourth Great Park Summit and with it the many achievements that we have
accomplished together over the years. It is important that the vision and guiding principles of the
Open Space Master Plan are the framework for addressing the many challenges that we face today
and will enable us to carry forward the idea of a more livable and sustainable community.”

Jack Kardys
Director
Miami-Dade County Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Department

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY
PARKS, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES DEPARTMENT

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS



S C H E D U L E
8:00 – 9:00 AM
Registration
Healthy Options Breakfast by Gilly Vending and Starbucks
Exhibitors and Exhibitor Videos

9:00 AM – 9:30 AM WELCOMING & OPENING REMARKS:
Bruce Greer, President, Board of Trustees,
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden
Honorable Carlos A. Gimenez, Mayor, Miami-Dade County
Honorable Javier D. Souto, Miami-Dade County
Commissioner
Jack Kardys, Miami-Dade County Parks, Recreation and
Open Spaces

PRESIDING:
Harvey Ruvin, Clerk of Courts, Miami-Dade County;
Chair, Board of County Commissioners Task Force on
Climate Change

9:30 – 10:10 AM
Honorable Knox White
Mayor, Greenville, South Carolina
TOPIC: The Economic Impacts of Parks, Trails and Greenways

10:10 AM Break

10:20 – 11:00 AM
Rick Little
Vice President of Administration & Strategic Projects,
Friends of the High Line
TOPIC: The High Line: From Abandoned to Embraced

11:00 – 11:20 AM
Jack Kardys
Director, Miami-Dade Parks, Recreation and Open
Spaces Department
TOPIC: Miami-Dade County Red fields to Green fields

11:20 – 11:30 AM
Ed Hannum
President & COO, AvMed Health Plans
TOPIC: Focus on Wellness for a Strong ROI

11:30 – 11:40 AM
Cate Richards
North America Smarter Sales Leader, IBM
TOPIC: A Smarter County Shines in Miami Dade

11:40 – NOON CLOSING REMARKS:
Jack Kardys
Director, Miami-Dade Parks, Recreation and Open
Spaces Department

NOON – 1:00 PM
Lunch by Whole Foods Market Coral Gables
Exhibitors

1:00 – 2:00 PM
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden
Tram Tours and Walking Opportunities
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Partnerships Through Creative Initiatives
The Parks and Open Space Master Plan envisions
that great parks, public spaces, natural and
cultural areas, streets, greenways, and trails form
the framework for a more livable and sustainable
community. Through partnerships, the plan
will be integrated into the overall fabric of the
community to build a place where residents
want to live; employers want to do business
and tourists want to visit.



P R E S E N T E R S

HARVEY RUVIN - PRESIDING. Harvey Ruvin has 35 years of public service that includes 20 years as a
Miami-Dade County Commissioner. Throughout his career, he has proven to be a successful advocate for the environment.

As a County Commissioner, Mr. Ruvin sponsored ordinances, referenda and projects that protected the environment,
including a $90 million tax levy for the purchase and maintenance of endangered lands, the re-nourishment of Haulover
Beach and the restoration and enhancement of Biscayne Bay.

Serving on numerous civic organizations and councils, Mr. Ruvin has made an impact on national and international levels.
He was a delegate to the United Nations World Congress for a Sustainable Future, a member of President Carter’s

Council on Energy Efficiency and President Clinton’s Sustainable Communities Task Force of the President’s Council on Sustainable
Development, and most recently, Mr. Ruvin is Chair of the Board of County Commissioners Task Force on Climate Change.

MAYOR KNOX H. WHITE - CITY OF GREENVILLE, S.C. Knox White has served as Mayor of
Greenville since December 1995. As mayor he has the goal of making the city of Greenville ‘the most beautiful and livable
city in America.” he has emphasized neighborhood revitalization, economic development, and transformational projects
for downtown.

Key strategic projects include: removal of the Camperdown Bridge and creation of Falls Park, the restoration of the
Poinsett Hotel and Court Street, new retail (Mast General Store), a downtown baseball stadium (Fluor Field), riverfront
development and a bike and walking trail system (Swamp Rabbit Trail) throughout the city, public art initiatives along

Main Street, record annexations, and a model infrastructure for Clemson CU-ICAR.

Neighborhood initiatives include enhanced beautification efforts, traffic calming, sidewalk construction, support for neighborhood associations,
reinvestment in neighborhood parks, master plans for commercial corridors, and attractive new housing in the city’s special emphasis neighborhoods.

Under the mayor’s leadership, the city has gone 15 years without a property tax increase, maintains a AAA bond rating, and enjoys a reputation
for solving problems on an innovative and bipartisan basis.

A native of Greenville, and a graduate of Christ Church Episcopal School, Greenville High School, Wake Forest University and the University of South
Carolina Law School. He is a partner in the law firm of Haynsworth, Sinkler & Boyd, where he heads the firm’s immigration and customs practices.

He is married to Marsha P. White and they have two children.

RICK LITTLE - FRIENDS OF HIGH LINE. Rick Little is Friends of the High Line’s Vice President of
Administration & Strategic Projects. Throughout his 9-year tenure with Friends of the High Line, he has been involved in
nearly every aspect of the organization’s mission and has managed its growth from a grassroots organization with a staff
of 5 to a park conservancy which now employs over 70 year-round employees, and seasonally over 100. He currently
oversees the administration of the organization, with a focus on strategy, finance, communications, technology, and
human resources. Rick is originally from Bellingham, Washington and graduated from Bennington College. He has lived
in New York City for the past 10 years.



THE SOUTH FLORIDA PARK COALITION CHARTER

PREAMBLE:

The South Florida Parks Coalition is created to foster a seamless, connected, and sustainable parks system for the South Florida community.
The Coalition will meet, collaborate, share knowledge and professional expertise regarding park, recreation and conservation open spaces.

Our work is rooted in the fundamental values of recreation opportunity and environmental stewardship. It is dedicated to building a model park
system that will promote a greener, healthier, and more livable South Florida community.

We believe that a model park system consists of parks and public spaces, recreation facilities, greenways, blueways, great streets and
conservation lands.

We believe that a sustainable, model Park System must be planned and created with an eye to its impact on the neighborhood, city, county
and region as a whole. It must be effective, efficient, fair and balanced. It must work with other public and private agencies; and it must
enhance the health, safety, happiness and well-being of all residents and visitors to South Florida, now and in the future.

We believe that a model park system is integral to social, environmental and economic sustainability; it must become a vital part of everyday
human experience; it must be connected spiritually and physically; and it must provide accessibility for people of all means and abilities. The
model Park System must raise the quality of life for the region and inspire generations of people to care for and contribute to their communities.

Based on the beliefs of equity, access, beauty, seamlessness, sustainability and multiple benefits,

We assert that the Model Park System shall:

• Ensure an accessible, diverse and balanced system of passive and active recreation opportunities that promote safety, security and
healthy lifestyles.

• Ensure the preservation, protection and enhancement of ecological resources to sustain and preserve biodiversity and the environmental
health of the region.

• Ensure the preservation, protection and enhancement of cultural resources to sustain landscapes and their historical and heritage features.

• Ensure that park, recreation and conservation open spaces guide the shape of urban form.

• Ensure that there is no net loss of park, recreation or conservation lands and mandate replacement of land of equal value, context and significance.

• Ensure community stewardship of park, recreation, and conservation open spaces by fostering educational and recreational programming,
civic art, volunteerism and support of philanthropic and grassroots organizations.

• Ensure the continual enhancement of economic development and quality of life in the region by partnering and collaborating with the
business community.

• Ensure the equitable distribution of park, recreation and conservation open spaces for all communities in the region.

• Ensure and support responsible growth to conserve environmental and cultural resources, promote economic investment, and support
neighborhood stability, while reclaiming marginal and abandoned areas.

• Ensure the support and development of an interconnected framework of transportation alternatives such as transit, pedestrian, bicycle and
waterway systems that link parks, recreation and conservation open spaces to each other and to communities.

• Ensure high standards of design excellence, innovation and beauty to support economic, social and environmental sustainability of the region.



PARK AND OPEN
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P A R K A N D O P E N S P A C E S Y S T E M M A S T E R P L A N

V I S I O N
GREAT PARKS are for everyone, and should provide a diverse and balanced system of active and passive recreational opportunities.
The County’s Vision is that residents of every neighborhood, urban, suburban, rural, incorporated and unincorporated, have equal access
to places to walk, to exercise, to socialize and to engage in a healthy, active lifestyle.

GREAT PUBLIC SPACES often define the great cities of the world. As Miami-Dade County develops more densely, there will be a need for
great, attractive, usable public spaces that provide an opportunity for meaningful recreation experiences. These can be anything from
neighborhood plazas to great waterfront vistas and promenades.

There is especially great potential for new transit station parks/urban plazas that would serve as the central gathering places for transit
oriented developments (TODs). These public spaces could have a small service area radius of about one quarter of a mile, and serve local
residents’ needs for walking, meeting, informal play, and special events. Not only would they provide another outlet for recreation and social
interaction, transit-oriented parks would also act as a place-maker and a form-giver to TODs.

GREAT NATURAL AND CULTURAL PLACES can be celebrated in a system of Zones (clusters of Environmentally Endangered Lands and
Cultural Resource Centers) that: provide a variety of education activities and programs; elevate the public’s appreciation and understanding
of the County’s natural ecosystems and cultural amenities; engage the surrounding neighborhoods; and link the sites with the other elements
of the open space system through streets, greenways, and water trails.

GREAT GREENWAYS TRAILS AND WATER TRAILS can form an interconnected system that: provides transportation alternatives and reduces
traffic congestion; creates new recreational opportunities; increases property values; protects natural resources; and encourages tourism and
business development. These trails strengthen connections across the County, from Broward to Monroe Counties, from the Atlantic Ocean
to the Everglades.

GREAT STREETS can be created through the redevelopment of existing arterial and collector roads to: create urban form and identity; improve
aesthetics; provide for bicycle/pedestrian safety and comfort; and to improve the social, physical and economic environment for land uses
along the corridors. To facilitate the creation of great streets, Miami-Dade County must move beyond vehicular performance-based street
design and instead design streets that are defined by their role in the community. While all streets should have a minimum level of accessibility
to all modes of transportation, not all streets require the same details.

E X E C U T I V E S U M M A R Y
Miami-Dade County is facing the same population growth issues as many other metropolitan areas, a diminished quality of life, increased
congestion, declining recreation and conservation open space, visual blight, limited transportation options and social inequities. With the
population expected to increase by three million residents in the year 2025 and up to 4.5 million by 2060, additional pressure will be placed on
an already stressed physical, social, and economic environment.

This Park and Open Space System Master Plan envisions that great parks, public spaces, natural and cultural areas, streets, greenways,
blueways, and trails can form the framework for a more sustainable community. Such a plan for the public realm cannot be considered as an
isolated system, but one that is integrated into the overall fabric of the community and one that will create the kind of place where residents
want to live, employers want to do business, and tourists want to visit.

The goal of this Master Planning process is to “create a seamless, sustainable system of parks, recreation and conservation open spaces for
this and future generations.”



Streets are
designed as
linear parks

Greenways,
blueways, and trails

connect every
resident to places

throughout the
community

great places
have great spaces

S E AT T L E C H I C A G O V A N C O U V E R B O S T O N

Parks are accessible
to everyone
regardless of
age or ability

Public spaces
are designed to

engage residents

Natural and cultural
areas are planned
and managed to

balance access and
resource protection



P R I N C I P L E S
EQUITY - Every resident should be able to enjoy the same quality of public facilities and services regardless of income, age, race, ability or
geographic location.

ACCESS - Every resident should be able to safely and comfortably walk, bicycle, drive and/or ride transit from their home to work, school,
parks, shopping and community facilities.

BEAUTY - Every public space, including streets, parks, plazas and civic buildings, should be designed to be as aesthetically pleasing as
possible, and to complement the natural and cultural landscape.

MULTIPLE BENEFITS - Every single public action should generate multiple public benefits to maximize taxpayer dollars.

SEAMLESSNESS - Every element of the County, including neighborhoods, parks, natural areas, streets, civic centers and commercial areas,
should be connected without regard to jurisdiction.

SUSTAINABILITY - Every action and improvement of the Park System, including facilities, programs, operations and management, should
contribute to the economic, social and environmental prosperity of the County.

Following these principles, Miami-Dade County can expand its Parks and Open Space System to form the foundation and framework for a
seamless, livable and sustainable community. Imagine a future Miami-Dade County where:

� Every resident in the County can walk (within 5 minutes) to a central neighborhood park and civic space for picnics, special events, informal
play and socialization.

� Every resident can safely and comfortably walk, bicycle, or take transit to community parks, recreation centers and special use/sports facilities.

� Parks provide for a balance of active and passive uses.

� The County Parks Department works with every municipality and the School District to provide public access to schools, city parks, and
County recreation areas.

� Equitable public access is provided to lakes, beaches, and other major natural features.

� Conservation areas and critical habitat are protected from over-use and negative impacts.

� An interconnected network of shaded and safe bikeways and trails connect to parks, neighborhoods, schools, employment centers, civic
buildings, and other community destinations.

� Existing streets are transformed into tree-lined boulevards and parkways that define the County’s urban form.

� Bus transit is provided to every park and civic site.

� Public art, signage and cultural/historical exhibits are integrated into every park and public realm/infrastructure project to “tell the County’s
story” and to create a sense of place.

� The County’s significant cultural and historical sites are protected, maintained, and promoted.

� Park improvements are used as catalysts for neighborhood stabilization and/or redevelopment.

� Parks are designed to reduce energy and water consumption, and to serve as models for sustainable development County-wide.

� Parks are designed to be flexible in order to accommodate ever-changing recreation trends and demographics.

� Residents of surrounding neighborhoods are engaged in the planning and design of each park.
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William Lyman Phillips Award

“FOR EXCELLENCE IN PARK, RECREATION, AND CONSERVATION OPEN SPACE PLANNING AND DESIGN IN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY”

William J. Matheson Award
THE SPEEDWELL FOUNDATION

JENNY AND MICHAEL MESSNER, TRUSTEES
“FOR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION BY AN INDIVIDUAL, FOUNDATION, OR BUSINESS ENTITY TO THE PARK, RECREATION, AND
CONSERVATION OPEN SPACE FIELD THROUGH SPONSORSHIP, PHILANTHROPY, OR DEVELOPMENT IN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY”

A.D. “Doug” Barnes Award
DR. BARBARA FALSEY, PRESIDENT

URBAN ENVIRONMENT LEAGUE
“FOR OUTSTANDING VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION BY AN INDIVIDUAL OR ORGANIZATION OF TIME AND EFFORT TOIMPROVE THE
QUALITY AND QUANTITY OF PARK, RECREATION, AND CONSERVATION OPEN SPACE OPPORTUNITIES IN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY”

Charles H. Crandon Award
HONORABLE MATTI HERRERA BOWER, MAYOR

CITY OF MIAMI BEACH
“FOR OUTSTANDING EFFORT BY AN ELECTED OFFICIAL TO INCREASE PARK, RECREATION, AND CONSERVATION OPEN SPACE

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE RESIDENTS AND VISITORS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY”

C.W. “Chuck” Pezoldt Award
THE CHILDREN’S TRUST

“FOR OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY SERVICE BY AN INDIVIDUAL OR ORGANIZATION TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY AND QUANTITY
OF YOUTH RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES IN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY”

U.S. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
BISCAYNE NATIONAL PARK

U.S. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK



“Urban parks play a vital role in the social, economic and physical well-being of a city’s residents. People who live near parks have
more ways to walk, run, and play do other heart healthy activities. Parks preserve regional ecosystems amid growing cities. Well-
maintained parks promote community engagement and civic pride.”

Michael Messner, e Speedwell Foundation

Miami-Dade County (MDTV)

Presents

e Olmsted Legacy: America’s Urban Parks
A Film by Rebecca Messner

151 years aer Frederick Law Olmsted designed New York City’s Central Park with Calvert Vaux, it remains an undisputed haven
of tranquility amidst one of the largest, tallest, and most unnatural places on earth. Olmsted and America's Urban Parks, a one hour
documentary, examines the formation of America’s first great city parks in the late 19th century through the enigmatic eyes of
Frederick Law Olmsted (1822 – 1903), visionary urban planner and landscape architect. e film features Academy Award winning
actor Kevin Kline as the voice of Frederick Law Olmsted.

Miami-Dade County “Red fields to Green fields”
Solving the Real Estate Crisis

A 12 minute video describing the strategies developed by the Miami-Dade Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Department to
reverse the damaging effects of Miami-Dade’s bighted real estate to develop a stirring, interconnected community that is equipped
to handle and embrace change. ousands of acres of under-capitalized, stalled and abandoned residential and commercial real
estate assets can be rescued and restored through public park planning to become dynamic catalysts for enhancing economic,
environmental and physical health. A richer, encouraging future for Miami-Dade and its residents is achievable by converting red
fields to green fields.

Please Check Scheduled Dates and Air Times through April 2012















The
2012 Great Park Summit

is a carbon neutral event.
Carbon emissions produced
by the Summit have been

offset by an investment made
by Just Energy in the
JB Hunt Intermodal

Transportation Project.





OUR PARTNERS

University of Miami
The University of Miami and its various fields of study has
been a longtime partner with Miami-Dade Parks, Recreation
and Open Spaces Department providing valuable services to
its programming. Through the University of Miami Health
System (U-Health), the UM Miller School of Medicine, and
the Department of Pediatrics, Miami-Dade Parks continues
its fight against childhood obesity through its Fit-to-Play Out-
of School program and its Fit-to-Play, Green-it-Up summer
camp program. The UHealth Department of Pediatrics
provides valuable support to the Parks’ after-school program
by analyzing pre-and post-program biometrics of each child
enrolled, to determine the child’s progress in his/her fitness,
health and wellness levels. The UM Miller School of Medicine
each year provides Miami-Dade Parks’ Fit-to-Play, Green-it-
Up summer camp program with five UHealth mini clinics,
staffed by UM medical students offering enrolled children
with lessons on stress management, sun protection, staying
fit with exercise, good nutrition, and tobacco prevention.
UHealth also provides U-Health nylon back-packs containing
health information to each child, as well as other mementos,
such as coloring books, crayons, stress balls and UV-
sensitive beads that change color when exposed to ultra-
violet light from the sun. Th e University of Miami School of
Architecture plays a key role in the implementation of the
Red Fields to Green Fields strategies through an on-going
partnership with the Parks Department. The School is
nationally and internationally recognized for faculty and
student leadership and the focus
on the community as a place of
beauty, health and livability.

Parks Foundation of Miami-Dade
The Parks Foundation of Miami-Dade was founded in
2004 as a 501 c 3 non-profit corporation. The mission of
the Foundation is to support Miami-Dade County Park
and Recreation programs and projects to build a world-
class parks system for residents and visitors alike.
Funds are used for recreation
scholarships, cultural initiatives, parks
and facilities improvements, land
acquisition and for preserving parks
and green space.

Health Foundation of South Florida
Health Foundation of South Florida improves the health
of people in Broward, Miami-Dade and Monroe Counties
through grant making and philanthropic leadership.
Since 1993, the Foundation awarded more than $93
million to public and nonprofit organizations focused on
healthy eating active communities, preventive
screenings, primary care and oral health.

Recognizing that poor diet and physical inactivity are a
leading cause of death in the United States and a major
cause of chronic diseases such as obesity, diabetes and
heart disease, the Foundation has prioritized the
promotion of healthy eating behaviors and active
lifestyles. To build healthy communities, all residents
need equitable access to healthy foods and physical
activity opportunities.



OUR PARTNERS

The goal is to create
environments that are
supportive of healthy lifestyles
through the implementation of
evidence based programs and
organizational, environmental
and policy changes. The
Foundation’s vision is one
where all neighborhoods,
child care centers, schools,
after-school programs and
workplaces offer healthy
food and safe places to
be physically active.

Health Foundation of
South Florida actively seeks
community partners to leverage
resources and maximize our
collective impact. If you are
part of an effort to improve
health for residents in Broward,
Miami-Dade or Monroe
Counties, please contact us
at 305.374.7200. Let’s make
working together to improve
health as easy as a walk in
the park.



MIAMI-DADE PARKS, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES DEPARTMENT
Nationally accredited by the Commission of Accreditation of Parks and Recreation Agencies, a three-time winner of the NRPA
National Gold Medal Award and winner of the 2009 Florida Governor’s Sterling Award for excellence in management and operations,
Miami-Dade Parks is one of the largest park systems in the United States. Its mission is to create outstanding recreational, natural
and cultural experiences that enrich residents and enhance the quality of life in Miami-Dade County. In 2012, the Department has
undertaken the Public Works functions of maintaining rights-of-way, including mowing and landscaping cycles, installation of
landscaping, urban forestry, and support of the Miami-Dade County Community Image Advisory Board. It is keenly focused on
developing partnerships, principles and projects that support the sustainable beautification and greening of Miami-Dade County
through scenic vistas, tree lined streets, lush landscaping in high-traffic areas and popular destinations, and livable neighborhoods
that reflect a world class image of Miami-Dade County as a sub-tropical paradise.

Miami-Dade Parks manages more than 12,825 acres of land, half of which are environmentally sensitive or threatened natural areas
requiring protection and conservation, and it maintains more than 260 parks, including recreation facilities and greenway areas to
provide essential quality-of-life services to a resident population of 2.5 million people.

Renowned for its diversity of parks, facilities and programmatic offerings, the Miami-Dade Parks system is made up of more than
just playgrounds and athletic fields, it is also comprised of health and fitness programs for kids and adults; recreation programs for
seniors and people with disabilities; out-of-school and year round camp programs; educational nature centers, nature preserves and
EcoAdventures™ eco tourism programs; environmental restoration; cultural arts programs and events; the renowned Zoo Miami
and the Deering Estate at Cutler; the Crandon Tennis Center, home of the Sony Ericsson Open; golf courses; beaches; marinas;
campgrounds; pools; and more. It is truly one of the most unique park and recreation systems in the world. The Miami-Dade Parks,
Recreation and Open Spaces Department is currently implementing the Miami-Dade County Park & Open Space System Master Plan,
a 50-year, unifying vision for a livable, sustainable community. The Department is the author of the plan, which it published in 2007.

Learn more about Miami-Dade Parks at www.miamidade.gov/parks.

FAIRCHILD TROPICAL BOTANIC GARDEN
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden is dedicated to exploring, explaining and conserving the world of tropical plants. It is
one of the premier conservation and education-based gardens in the world and a recognized international leader in both
Florida and international conservation. Fairchild has field programs in over 20 countries throughout the tropical world
including the Indonesia, South America, the Caribbean, Africa and Southeast Asia. Fairchild’s palm and cycad collections
are considered the greatest collections in the world and are nationally recognized by the American Public Gardens
Association. Fairchild has the largest education program in a metropolitan area reaching more than 100,000
schoolchildren in 2011. Fairchild hosts popular events like the Chocolate, Mango, Orchid, Food and Garden, Ramble
and Edible Garden Festivals, as well as an annual art exhibition, concerts, plant shows and sales, evening events and
more. Fairchild is a not-for-profit organization with 45,000 members. Fairchild is located at 10901 Old Cutler Road, Coral
Gables, Florida, 33156. Admission is $25 for adults, $18 for seniors, $12 for children 6-17 and free to children 5 and under
and Fairchild members. Information at www.fairchildgarden.org and on Facebook and Twitter.
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Miami-Dade County provides equal access and equal opportunity
in employment and services and does not discriminate on the basis of disability.

“It is the policy of Miami-Dade County to comply with all of the
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.”

To request material in accessible format, information on access for persons with disabilities, or sign
language interpreter services (7 days in advance), call 305-755-7848.
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