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l. GENERAL INFORMATION

NAME:

LOCATION:

ARCHITECT:

PROPERTY OWNERS:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

TAX FOLIO NUMBER:

SIGNIFICANCE:

IMPACTS:

Fisher-Sapero Residence
Surfside, FL

Fisher-Sapero Residence

9200 Carlyle Avenue
Surfside, FL 33154
Township: 525

Range: 42E
Section: 35
Gilbert M. Fein

Robert R. Fisher and Glenda Anne Kauffman

ALTOS DEL MARNO 5 PB 8-92
LOT 1 BLOCK 12

LOT SIZE 55.000 X 112

COC 26286-4277 03 2008 5

14-2235-006-2170

History/Context: The Fisher-Sapero Residence is historically significant for its
association with the continued development in the Town of Surfside through the
Altos Del Mar subdivision, originally platted during the 1920s, and as an
exemplary example of a Ranch structure with regional/Miami Modern (MiMo)
elements constructed during the 1950s building boom in Surfside by a locally
significant architect for a locally significant family. The Fisher-Sapero Residence
fulfills Criteria Sec. 16A-10(1)(a), Associated with distinctive elements of the
cultural,  social, political, economic, scientific, religious, prehistoric,
paleontological and architectural history that have contributed to the pattern of
history in the community, Miami-Dade County, south Florida, the State or the
nation.

Architecture: The Fisher-Sapero Residence is significant as an exemplary
example of a Ranch structure with regional/Miami Modern (MiMo) elements
designed by a locally significant architect, Gilbert M. Fein. The Fisher-Sapero
Residence  fulfills Criteria Sec. 16A-10(1)(c), Embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, style or method of construction or work of a
master; or that possess high artistic value; or that represent a distinguishable
entity whose components may lack individual distinction.

The Miami-Dade County Office of Historic Preservation is required to approve
any exterior changes and/or additions, demolition, or new construction to the
designated resource. Most approvals are handled in-house directly by the staff
of the Office of Historic Preservation. Major alterations require approval by the
County Historic Preservation Board. Additional details are included in Section VI:
Standards for Certificates of Appropriateness.

DESIGNATION REPORT
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Designated resources are eligible to take part in the County’s Ad Valorem Tax
Exemption program.

Il. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION / SETTING

Located at 9200 Carlyle Avenue in Surfside, Florida, the Fisher-Sapero Residence is sited directly adjacent to the
north side of 92nd Street on the eastern lot between Carlyle and Dickens Avenue. The single-family residence is
in private ownership by the same family for whom the house was constructed. The residence is surrounded by
other single-family homes; those adjacent to the Fisher-Sapero Residence were built during the same mid-century
era, with the exception of the house immediately across 92nd Street, which was built in 1990. A sampling of other
single-family homes in the vicinity shows significant construction continuing into the 1950s, which is consistent
with the biggest building boom in Surfside, as discussed in Section lI: Historic Significance and Context.

anyiuoAg

=
(¢)
= =
o "
=
(72)
>
<
(Y

v

| =l ry

1 ,-ﬁ‘;.rl “T‘\
ST .
92nd!St 92nd;St

—

92ndISt

EYN/ Sua)\o‘.q

Contemporary aerial photograph with property boundary outlined in red, circa 2019.
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Contemporary aerial photograph with property boundary outlined in red, circa 2019, and dates of adjacent residential construction.

The Fisher-Sapero Residence is located in a residential neighborhood comprised of single-family detached
homes. Most of the surrounding residences were built during the 1940s-1950s and are predominantly one-story
dwellings with mid-century architecture. However, some contemporary infill construction has begun to occur, such

as immediately across 92 Street from the Fisher-Sapero Residence. The neighborhood is not locally designated
as a historic district.

Looking SW at intersection of 92nd Street and Carlyle Looking SE at the intersection of Carlyle Avenue and 92nd

Avenue from the Fisher-Sapero Residence. Street from the Fisher-Sapero Residence.
Fisher-Sapero Residence DESIGNATION REPORT
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Looking west on 92nd Street. The Fisher-Sapero Residence Looking east on 92nd Street. This residence is across
is on the right. Carlyle Avenue from the Fisher-Sapero Residence.

The Fisher-Sapero Residence is an excellent example of a Ranch structure with regional/Miami Modern elements.
In Virginia Savage McAlester's A Field Guide to American Houses, a Ranch is defined by some of the following
features: “broad one-story shape; usually built low to ground; low-pitched roof without dormers; commonly with
moderate-to-wide roof overhang; front entry usually located off-center and sheltered under main roof of house;
garage typically attached to main fagade (faces front, side or rear); a large picture window generally present;
aysmmetrical fagade.”! Other common elements of Ranch style houses are cross-hipped roofs, front entryways
tucked into “L” formed by cross-hipped or cross-gabled roof, simple porch supports, decorative door panels, use
of two or more exterior wall-cladding materials, and integrated planters. The Fisher-Sapero Residence includes
the majority of these features. The elements that make this Ranch a regional or Miami Modern Ranch are elements
such as jalousie windows (“very common in southern Florida” per McAlester?), barrel tile roof, multiple exterior
cladding materials, beanpole columns, and wide eaves.

East elevation of the Fisher-Sapero Residence. Facade of Fisher-Sapero Residence looking west.

Fisher-Sapero Residence DESIGNATION REPORT
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Facade of Fisher-Sapero Residence (southwest corner). East (side) elevation of Fisher-Sapero Residence facing
Carlyle Avenue. The garage was converted into an interior
room only a few years after construction.

Fagade/South Elevation

The Fisher-Sapero fagade faces 92 Street, although the property is addressed off of Carlyle Avenue. The angled
front entry is recalled by the owner as a signature of his father’s building designs.? The front entry features a solid
single door with decorative paneling, metal porch supports in the form of beanpole columns, an angled roof design
that covers the entry, and two entry steps. Other features of the fagade include: large jalousie windows, including
a corner window system with corner support at the southeast corner; exterior wall cladding changes that include
stucco and brick, and integrated planters. The brick is not a veneer, but full thin, light-colored bricks that are
arranged in a staggered pattern such that certain bricks project at varying degrees. The brick is incorporated
vertically along the house, but also utilized for the horizontal integrated planters. The stucco is painted pink, the
original color of the home. The majority of elements on the fagade are all original. Part of the fagade (the
southwest) is obscured at corner due to a fence. Behind the fence is an integrated, curved planter that originally
served as a sandbox for the Fisher children.

East/Side Elevation

The east elevation of the Fisher-Sapero Residence faces Carlyle Avenue. The dominant architectural feature on
this elevation are the jalousie windows, including the corner window with corner support that wraps around the
southeast corner of the home. The east elevation also features a vertical band of the staggered brick. Originally
this elevation included an integrated garage that was flush with the exterior wall. The garage has since been
enclosed as part of the interior of the home, with a paired jalousie window included. The owner indicates that this
took place not too long after the home was constructed due to some flooding and deterioration of the garage door.
According to the owner, this was also a “high-style” door that matched the front door.4

Fisher-Sapero Residence DESIGNATION REPORT
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North (rear) elevation of Fisher-Sapero Residence. Western half of the north (side) elevation of Fisher-Sapero
Residence.

North/Rear Elevation

The rear elevation of the structure is simple architecturally, with the dominant architectural features being paired
jalousie windows of varied size, and the wide roof eaves. The rear of the home is close to the rear property line,
with room for a paver walkway that leads to the side yard on the west elevation. This section of the home includes
two exterior elements that are addressed below (original trash collection boxes and barbeque grill structure).

West/Side Elevation

The west elevation faces a fenced-in side yard, and is behind a fence, not visible from the street. Like the rear
elevation, the dominant architectureal feature are jalousie windows, including a corner window system with corner
window support. The floor plan of the structure projects out on the west elevation, which creates a small L-shape.
The roof eaves are another significant feature, as on all elevations. The remainder of the fagade is also visible
from this area, including the curved integrated planter. The side yard includes a variety of vegegation, including a
large ficus tree, and a paved outdoor area.

Roof

The roof on the Fisher-Sapero Residence is a prominent feature of the home. The roof is cross-hipped with two
front extensions. The material is a white barrel tile. The deep eaves are boxed and painted white.

Exterior Details

The Fisher-Sapero Residence has several exterior details that are original to the home. The curved asphalt
driveway at the front of the home facing 92nd Street is one such feature. The other features are on the west side
of the home. These include trash collection boxes (garbins) that are still utilized for trash collection today, a
structure built to enclose a barbeque grill, and a chain-link fence that has been covered with bamboo for privacy.

Fisher-Sapero Residence DESIGNATION REPORT
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Facade of Fisher-Sapero Residence illustrating unique
architectural features: wide eaves, barrel tile roof, jalousie
windows, brick and stucco exterior, and integrated planters.

Angled front entry of Fisher-Sapero Residence with
curvilinear roofline, original front door, metal
columns and integrated planter.

East elevation showing original jalousie windows
with corner wrapping.

Corner jalousie windows on the west elevation.

Fisher-Sapero Residence DESIGNATION REPORT
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North (rear) elevation with original trash Southwest corner of Fisher-Sapero Residence with
collection containers, known as garbins.

integrated planter, originally created as a sandbox for
the Fisher children.

=

Front entry showing original front door and Fagade detailing showing the exterior brick. The brick
decorative metal columns.

is not a veneer, but full bricks arranged in a staggered
pattern with bricks projecting at various depths.

Fisher-Sapero Residence
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Deep eaves and barrel tile roof are Outdoor barbeque structure original to the
representative  of  Florida  mid-century Fisher-Sapero Residence.
architecture.

lll.  HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE & CONTEXT

The Fisher-Sapero Residence is significant for its association with Gilbert Fein, a noted mid-century architect in
Miami, and as the family home of Morton and Pearl Fisher. While the building was constructed in 1954, it builds
on the pattern of development that had been planned for Surfside starting in the 1920s through the Altos Del Mar

subdivision, and is an excellent example of a standard T
Ranch-style structure evocative of that mid-century era == T
through its Miami Modern (MiMo) detailing. . -

50 00T LOTS e >

From 1923-1925, the Tatum Brothers, noted real estate

22:558:58

developers in Miami-Dade County, subdivided the land that |
would eventually become Surfside. Beginning in 1919, the g ' §745%
Tatum Brothers platted a series of subdivisions known as  $./% LN A AND TP
Altos Del Mar, with each subdivision consecutively V- [PERET GRARESNE RO ﬁy :

numbered. Altos Del Mar No. 1 and Altos Del Mar No. 2 were
platted in 1919, extending from present day 75 Street to 87
Terrace, stretching between the ocean and one block west
.Of Collins A\(enue. AltOS.D.el Mar No. 3 Was. platied in 1923, The Tatum Brothers standing alongside a billboard
it _Was positioned to adjoin No. 1, extending westward to advertising their Altos Del Mar subdivision, December
Dickens Avenue, between 75 and 81 Streets. Altos Del Mar 1922. (Photo courtesy Reference Collection, Florida
Nos. 4, 5, and 6 were platted from 1923 to 1925 in present- ~ Memory Collection, Image # RC04806)

day Surfside, between 90 and 96 Streets, stretching from

the Atlantic Ocean west to Indian Creek.® The Fisher House is located in Altos Del Mar No. 5.

Fisher-Sapero Residence DESIGNATION REPORT
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Altos Del Mar No. 5 Plat Book 8-92 as platted by the Tatum Brothers, November 1923. The Fisher-Sapero Residence is located in Block
12, Lot 1, as outlined in red.

Even with the subdivision platted, the Town of Surfside was not yet incorporated and development would not begin
in earnest until after World War I1.7 Prior to the completion of the Surf Club in 1930, about fifteen homes had been

built in the area that would become Surfside. The overall character of the town was described as “bare and
deserted.”

In 1935, The City of Miami Beach pursued annexing the area that would later become Surfside. The existing
residents resisted the annexation. On May 18, 1935, the Town of Surfside was officially incorporated with the
signatures of 35 residents.® These members personally financed the venture with a loan of $28,500.0 At the time
of incorporation, the Town of Surfside had 50 residents and relatively little development. !

Once incorporated, town residents selected Spearman Lewis as the first Mayor. Together Mayor Spearman and
a newly formed Town Commission created a vision for Surfside as a vibrant beachside town that integrated resorts,
residences, and businesses.'2 While major development did not occur until after World War Il, one company
invested early on in the development of the newly incorporated Surfside. In 1934, Alfred |. Barton and Byron S.
Miller, son of B.D. Miller, then president of Woolworth Stores, formed the Seaway Corporation and purchased a
16-block tract stretching west from the Surf Club.3 In May 1935, the Seaway Corporation platted their purchased
tract into a subdivision called ‘Seaway.’ The new subdivision ran along Surfside Boulevard (91st Street) from

Collins Avenue to North Bay Drive. It was two-lots-deep and included all lots on Surfside Boulevard as well as the
first lot to the rear on all adjoining side streets.

Once the subdivision was platted, the Seaway Corporation decided to construct fourteen buildings, including
single-family houses and duplexes, within the new subdivision. This was a notably different approach from
previous real estate developers, who largely subdivided the land and then sold the unimproved lots. The Seaway

Fisher-Sapero Residence DESIGNATION REPORT
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Corporation wanted to showcase the potential character of the new Town of Surfside. The Seaway Corporation
hired the New York-based architectural firm Visscher & Burley to design many of the new buildings. The amount
of work to design the homes for the Seaway Corporation spurred the firm to open an office in Miami Beach. While
Visscher & Burley designed the majority of the new buildings, the Seaway Corporation also hired Igor Polevitzky,
noted Miami-area architect, to design some houses in the new subdivision. Each of the buildings was outfitted
with the latest technologies, including air conditioning." They also constructed an office for the Seaway
Corporation headquarters, located at Abbott Avenue and Surfside Boulevard. This building later became
Surfside’s first town hall and police station.!5

The Seaway Corporation was credited with defining the early character of Surfside, specifically that they had “done
much to establish and maintain the high standard of buildings in the community.”'6 By mid-1936, the Town of
Surfside had grown to include 91 buildings.”

(Surfside Boulevard) corridor while overall, Surfside remains undeveloped and dotted with trees, 1935. (Photo courtesy Wendler
Collection, Florida Memory Collection, Image # WEQ014.)

The overall development and character of Surfside was carefully planned from its earliest days. In 1936, following
the much-applauded construction by the Seaway Corporation, the Town Council raised the minimum amount that
could be spent on constructing individual residences. It was raised to $5,000 with the express purpose of protecting
the town character and preventing “undesirable structures.”’® The Seaway Corporation pioneered early
development in the town, undertaking the majority of development and construction that occurred immediately
after the town was incorporated. Because of this, the Seaway Corporation, along with guidance from the new town
officials were responsible for defining the early character of Surfside. In 1941, it was reported, “Surfside is not
being allowed to grow haphazardly. All parks and parkways are being carefully planned and the general
improvements of the beauty of the town is a prime aim of Mayor Carroll, a general contractor, and his official
family.”19

Fisher-Sapero Residence DESIGNATION REPORT
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Circa 1947 aerial view looking northwest with the Surf Club in the foreground. Red highlighted area shows location of Fisher-
Sapero lot prior to construction. (Photo courtesy Wendler Collection, Florida Memory Collection, Image # WE013.)

Aerial view looking southwest with the partially completed historic district
beyond the Surf Club, circa 1950.

As development picked up following World War II, it generally followed the subdivision planned by the Tatum
Brothers in the 1920s, as well as by the Seaway Corporation in 1935. The pattern of development that emerged
as the town was laid out included high- and low-rise condominiums, apartments, and hotels east of Harding
Avenue with a mix of single-family homes, duplexes, and several smaller apartment buildings west of Harding
Avenue.?0 The east side of Collins Avenue was improved with beachfront hotels, motels, and apartment buildings.

Even though incorporation occurred in 1935, major development did not start for another 10 years. Prior to 1939,
a total of 176 buildings were constructed in Surfside; 431 buildings were constructed in the 1940s; the 1950s saw
the most construction with 934 buildings erected in Surfside. In the 1960s, development dropped to 195 buildings

Fisher-Sapero Residence DESIGNATION REPORT
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constructed; 536 in the 1970s; 330 in the 1980s, and 564 in the 1990s.2! The Fisher-Sapero Residence is
representative of the era during the 1950s that saw a building boom in Surfside.
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Altos Del Mar No. 5 Plat from Plat Book of Miami Beach/Golden Beach Florida, published by G.M. Hopkins Co. The Fisher-Sapero
Residence is outlined in red.
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1948 Sanborn map at left, and 1951 Sanborn map at right, with the Fisher-Sapero lot highlighted in red. The maps illustrate the
building boom beginning to take off during the intervening three years. By 1951, the Fisher-Sapero lot was the last empty lot at
that end of Block 12. Maps published by the Sanborn Map Company.
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1960 Sanborn map illustrating the continued building boom in Surfside. Though slightly difficult to view, almostvall lots have been
filled in the vicinity of the Fisher-Sapero Residence, a marked difference from the 1948 Sanborn map. Map published by the
Sanborn Map Company.

Morton Melvin Fisher, for whom the house was built in 1954, was a local builder and banker. Mr. Fisher was part
of the family who owned the Fisher Lumber Company. The Fisher Lumber Company is noted in the Miami Herald
as early as 1928, as successors to the P.A. Henderson Lumber Company, with locations at 1400 SW 1st Avenue
and 2281 NW 36t Street.22 The 1929 Miami City Directory lists the following: “Fisher Lumber Company. Henry H.
Fisher (Norfolk Va) Pres/Gus G. Fisher (Norfolk Va) Vice-Pres/Lawrence Sapero Sec. 1400 SW 1st Avenue.”23
The 1930 Norfolk, Virginia City Directory lists Henry H. Fisher, Gustav G. Fisher, and Harry G. Fisher with their
respective wives as living at 617 W. Princess Anne Road, but there is no mention of Fisher Lumber in the Norfolk
directory.24

It is unclear from the research what the initial connection was between the Fishers and the establishment of their
lumber company in Miami, despite their location in Norfolk. Lawrence Sapero became President of the Company
as early as 1931, as indicated in a Miami Herald spread on the “Progressive Builders of Dade, Broward and
Monroe Counties.” By 1935, the Fisher Lumber Company is located at 663 NW 14t Street and Lawrence Sapero
is still listed as the president, with Moses Krieger as the Vice-President.25 (More information on Lawrence Sapero
and the Sapero family is included below.) The Fisher Lumber Company is alternately listed at 1409 NW 7t Avenue,
which is now the location of the Women’s Detention Center. This location is referenced as “new” in a 1930 Miami
Herald photo spread.26

Fisher-Sapero Residence DESIGNATION REPORT
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' LUMBER YARDS, PLUMBING AND HEATING CONCERNS TYPIFY DEVELOPMENT HERE'
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_Four structures Nllustmted above are fllustratlve of ths advances made during recent years In the. modern Industrial and commerolal deyrlopnient of
Metropolltan Miami, and all have & distinot relntion ales to modern home bullding 1nd equipment;  The ‘bulldings showrt ‘ate typleal of ‘scores: of Kimilar
. large and substantial structures seattersd over the Miaml ares. ~Top, left, plumbing. department store of Markowitz & Reznlck,: Inc; large plumbing ton="
tracting and supply fiem; top, right, bird's-eye viow of Balley:lumber Yard, showing new offlce bullding: i, center; Dottom, left; factory of ‘solar: Water
Heater Company; bottom, right, new. yards and wareliouse. of Fliher Lumber Company, In-N: W, Fourteemih street -5/ -0, o i 00 Twe

December 28, 1930 Miami Herald photographs showing the “new yardsalc_i'wérehoué'e“ of Fisher Lumber Cohpahy at IbWér riéhi.

Fisher lumber products were used in a variety of locations including the Roddy Burdine Orange Bow! stadium
seats, the Miami Builders Exchange Better Homes Exposition, the Colony Theater, and many residential homes.2
The current owner recollects that his father was friends with the owner of the Fontainebleau Hotel and that Fisher
Lumber was utilized in construction of the hotel as well.28 Mr. Fisher recollects that his family was also an early
owner of the New Yorker Hotel at 16! and Collins in Miami Beach before it was utilized by the Army during World
War 11.2° Fisher Lumber Company sponsored a radio program on WQAM, as noted in a 1930 advertisement noting
that “Patricia Maning, the ‘Blues Girl’ will croon her popular numbers on the Fisher Lumber Company program on
Wednesday at 7:30pm.”30 A February 19, 1931 Miami Herald article indicates the variety of materials sold at the
Fisher Lumber Company through news of a fire, noting losses between $6-10,000 from damages as a result of a
fire in a storage building that had more than half a million feet of lumber including seasoned wood, mouldings,
sashes and windows.3! At some point, ownership in the company transitioned and the company became Lawrence
Lumber Company, presumably under Lawrence Sapero, ultimately relocating to NW 36t Avenue.32

Fisher-Sapero Residence DESIGNATION REPORT
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We Congratulate Miami On
' The New I

RODDEY BURDINE |
STADIUM |
\

P.W.A. Project No. 1294D.

‘When you cre seated at the )
Roddey Burdine Orange Bowl Stadium,
you will be sitting on Fisher lumber.

Fisher Lumber Co:

1409 N. W. 7th Ave. Phone 2-3186

' LAWRENCESAPERD
President, Fisher Lumber Co.

Sepfember 24, 1937 Miami Herald advertisement showing May 24, 1931 Miami Herald spread on “Progressive Builders of

Fisher Lumber Company contribution to the Orange Bowl Dade, Broward and Monroe Counties” which included Lawrence
Stadium seating. Sapero.

Morton Fisher was born October 30, 1915 in Norfolk, and graduated from the Wharton School of Business at the
University of Pennsylvania in 1936.33 He joined the Navy thereafter, and rose to Lieutenant Commander. Mr.
Fisher's mother introduced him to Pearl, his future wife, in 1949 and he moved to Miami to be closer to her.34
Family recollection is that it was Gus Fisher who subsequently got Morton Fisher involved in the building
business.%

Morton Fisher was for many years involved in the building business in Miami-Dade County. Records indicate he
was one of the builders helping contribute to the mid-century building boom in Surfside. A sampling of properties
associated with Milton Fisher in Surfside as found in the historic Miami Beach Real Estate Listing include: 1000
90t Street, 524 92nd Street, 517 Surfside Boulevard, 8843 Byron Avenue, 8935 Dickens Avenue, 9041 Abbott
Avenue, 9125 Garland Avenue, 8959 and 9124 Froude Avenue, and 9041 and 9308 Carlyle Avenue.® Deed
records indicate other Fisher properties in Surfside are: 300 92nd Street, 8911 Abbott Avenue, 8934 Byron Avenue,
9024 Froude Avenue, 9233 Bay Drive, 9308 Carlyle Avenue, and 9324 Carlyle Avenue.3” Both Morton and Pearl
Fisher are listed on the deeds transferring ownership to buyers. Robert Fisher recalls that Gilbert Fein was the
architect for many of the properties Mr. Fisher built, and that his parents were friendly with Gilbert Fein and his
wife.38

Fisher was also involved with building properties elsewhere in Miami-Dade County. Records indicate he was
involved with homes in Miami Beach at 5811 La Gorce Drive, 5220 La Gorce Drive, 5660 La Gorce Drive, 222 E.
Rivo Alto Drive, 701 Lakeview Drive, 960 W 48t Street, and 1040 W. 47t Street.3® Other area homes include 915
Fairway Drive, Normandy Shores, and 9601 W. Broadview Drive, 9850 E. Broadview Drive, and 9855 Broadview
Terrace in Bay Harbor Islands.40 Robert Fisher shared that his father also was involved with building homes in
Sweetwater, and North Homestead.4!

Fisher-Sapero Residence DESIGNATION REPORT
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012; FROUDE AVE s-3021(3352) 822750093
DATE: 7/8/5k
LEGAL: 1 of 18 ADM #b SIZE: 50x112,5
R: Morton Fisher PHONE: 5-6277

ERMS: $17,000 mtg commitment

TRi: Unf TRAN: 1 Bl CST: CBS

MT: 2/‘1' LAWN: New CON: New
7h.h8 (N&) SHOP: Surfside LSP: New
1M0C SHUT: No LDS: No

Y, 3/2 LK, Fla rm, foyer, 1-c, lrg closet space

MBBR PHOTO LISTING SERVICE

Dade Blvd PH 5-747)
July 8, 1954 Miami Beach Real Estate Listing photograph July 8, 1954 Miami Beach Real Estate Listing illustrating
showing 9124 Froude Avenue, Surfside. From Miami-Dade information about 9124 Froude Avenue, Surfside. From
Public Library System Digital Collections. Miami-Dade Public Library System Digital Collections.

After being in the building business, Morton Fisher transitioned into banking. One of the founders and directors of
County National Bank of North Miami Beach, Fisher was known for coming up with clever sayings for the bank’s
signage at the main branch at 801 NE 167t Street that attracted regional attention. Fisher’s first slogan, appearing
July 20, 1967, read: “Lowest car loan rates, you auto compare.”2 Mr. Fisher created slogans for the sign on a
weekly basis; other samples include: “Santa has his bucks, do you have your doe?,” “Savings are important, even
daylight is saving,” and “Tell money where to go, don’t ask where it went.”43 County National Bank later became
County National Bank of South Florida and was ultimately acquired by Wachovia, later Wells Fargo.44
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Morton Fisher and his wife continued a family connection between the Fishers and Saperos. Pearl Sapero was
also part of an early Miami family. Her grandfather Jacob Lerner arrived in Miami in 1926 and was in the dress
manufacturing industry.4> Family recollection is that it was earlier, ¢.1910, and that Mr. Lerner had connections to
the Burdine family and specialized in tennis clothing.#6 Sophie Lerner, one of Jacob’s daughters, was an
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accomplished pianist and married Lawrence Sapero of the Fisher Lumber Company. They lived at 4275 Nautilus
Drive in Miami Beach. Sophie and Lawrence were the parents of Pearl Naomi Sapero.

Sophie Sapero was a fixture in the Miami Herald society pages, referenced as Mrs. Lawrence Sapero. Sophie
was often noted as having played as pianist at various functions or as hostess of various parties, lunches, and
events. Pearl Sapero Fisher's 4t birthday party was featured in a 1932 Miami Herald page with a photo and
description of the party.4” Pearl Fisher went to Miami Beach High School, attended the University of Wisconsin
and graduated from University of Miami.4¢ Morton Fisher and Pearl Sapero were married in 1949 at the Saxony
Hotel, followed by a honeymoon in Europe via the Queen Elizabeth.49
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IV.  ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

One of the architects that played a significant role in the Surfside mid-century building boom was Gilbert Fein,
AlA. Gilbert Fein was born in Brooklyn, New York in 1919, graduated from New York University in 1942 with an
architecture degree, and served with the Army Corps of Engineers in World War 11.5° He relocated to Miami Beach
after traveling to the area for his honeymoon, and he ultimately opened his own architectural office, located at
1370 Washington Avenue.5!
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Mr. Fein was a prolific architect in the Miami Beach area, designing over 800 buildings, and 10% of all buildings
in North Beach.52 The North Shore Historic District in Miami Beach has 34 buildings designed by Mr. Fein and the
Normandy Isles Historic District has six buildings.>® The Collins Avenue Historic District, designated by the County,
has six buildings designed by Gilbert Fein, the most in the district.54 Mr. Fein also designed the original North
Shore Jewish Center (now Temple Menorah) in 1951.%5

In 2005, the City of Miami Beach created their first Neighborhood Conservation District (NCD), the Gilbert M. Fein
NCD, which highlights the area around the Lincoln Terrace Villas.5 This area is between Bay Road and Biscayne
Bay, fronting 16t Street. Mr. Fein designed 18 of the 24 buildings in the NCD, as well as the neighborhood plan
including landscaped courtyards and promenade walks. The NCD report states that Mr. Fein was a “true master
of the new architectural movement [Miami Modern or MIMO]” of the time.5” Miami Beach honored Gilbert Fein with
a proclamation and “Gilbert M. Fein Day” for lifetime achievement in modern design and his lasting contribution to
Miami Beach in 2003.58

Mr. Fein was recognized by House & Homes and Florida Architecture magazines for award-winning homes,
although he was also known for designing garden-style and high-rise residential structures, as well as motels,
offices, and commercial buildings. Fein also served as architect to home developers in South Florida, including
F&R Home Building Corp., now Lennar Homes, and was consulting architect to the Congress Inn Motel Group
and the Ramada Inn corporation, for whom he designed hotels across the country. He also designed the north
addition of the Miami Beach Exposition Hall, now the Miami Beach Convention Center.5°

Mr. Fein designed the Fisher-Sapero Residence.
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Original building plavnswfaf the Fisher-Sapero Reéidenéé, }Ilustrafi}ig the plot/roof plan, foungi;tigh-blah, f&)—undatio'r;"plan foi’iél_térvr;;ie o
entry, and typical wall section. Gilbert M. Fein, April 6, 1954.
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Original building plans for the Flsher-Sapero Residence, |IIustrat|ng the elevations, roor plan, and alternate entry plan. Gilbert M. Fein,
April 6, 1954,

The Fisher-Sapero Residence is significant as an excellent example of a Ranch-style structure with regional/MiMo
architecture in Surfside. This style is representative of the 1950s building boom in Surfside. The architecture of
the building contributes to the understanding of the historic context and mid-century development of Surfside. The
original design and features of the building and exterior remain largely intact.

The building has additional significance as being designed by Gilbert Fein, and is a further example of his
architectural legacy in Miami-Dade County. The detailing and overall architecture of the Fisher-Sapero Residence
provides a strong example of mid-century Miami architecture.
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Taken within the first year following construction, this historic period photograph looking northwest toward the Fisher-Sapero Residence
documents the original design and character of the mid-century home. January 1955.

V.  CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION

The Fisher-Sapero Residence is significant under the following criteria, as set forth in Section 16A-10 of the Miami-
Dade Historic Preservation Ordinance:

(a) Criteria Sec. 16A-10(1)(a), Is associated with distinctive elements of the cultural, social, political,
economic, scientific, religious, prehistoric, paleontological and architectural history that have contributed
to the pattern of history in the community, Miami-Dade County, south Florida, the State or the nation.

(c) Criteria Sec. 16A-10(1)(c), Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, style or method of
construction or work of a master; or that possess high artistic value; or that represent a distinguishable
entity whose components may lack individual distinction.
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VI.  STANDARDS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

Standards for Certificates of Appropriateness will follow the general guidelines as recommended for historic sites,
as detailed in The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties as developed in
1992 and codified as 36CFR Part 68 in the July 12, 1995, Federal Register (Vol. 60, No. 133). However, ordinary
maintenance and minor repairs/alterations will not be subject to review.

VI. CONTRIBUTING FEATURES

The Fisher-Sapero Residence maintains a high degree of its historic integrity. All exterior elevations of the building
are contributing resources, including the roof. In particular, the jalousie windows and their size/scale, front entry
and door, integrated planters, barrel tile roof, deep boxed eaves and varied exterior fabric (brick/stucco) are all
unique and significant to the integrity of the structure. The overall parcel itself also contributes to the historic
character of the residence, as it provides the original context and setting. Contributing landscape features include
the driveways and fences. Any proposed alterations to the features that contribute to the significance and integrity
of the Fisher-Sapero Residence require submittal of a Certificate of Appropriateness.

The interior spaces of the Fisher-Sapero Residence have not been evaluated for purposes of this designation. As
such, alterations to these interior spaces would not require a Certificate of Appropriateness.

VIIl. STAFF EVALUATION & RECOMMENDATION

Staff has performed a site visit to document the Fisher-Sapero Residence, as well as performed research into the
historic context of the building. Staff has determined that the Fisher-Sapero Residence, located at 9200 Carlyle
Avenue, meets the objective criteria for designation. This evaluation is based on the historic context and
architectural qualities of the building, as it is reflective of the mid-century building boom in Surfside, which had a
significant impact on the developing character of Surfside; it reflects the pattern of development in Surfside; it is
associated with a significant architect in Miami history; and embodies the distinctive characteristics of a Ranch-
style structure with regional/MiMo influences. Further, association with the Fisher-Sapero families is representative
of the cultural and social history that contributes to the larger history of the Miami-Dade community. Based on its
historic context, and the application of objective criteria for designation, Staff recommends designation of the
Fisher-Sapero Residence as a Miami-Dade County Historic Site.
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