
Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources
Planning Division

North Central MAC Presentation 
February 4, 2026



Planning Division
• 39 Full Time Staff

• Includes five (5) Sections: 

• Metropolitan Planning

• Planning Research

• Office of Historic Preservation

• Long Range and Neighborhood Planning

• Agricultural Manager’s Office

• Provides services related to sound growth 
management, historic preservation, urban and rural 
area planning, agriculture, sustainability planning, 
and transportation development through the CDMP 
and related activities. 
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Planning Division
• The CDMP is:

• the “Constitution” for current and future 
land uses.

• implemented through land development 
regulations, area plans, capital projects.

• a document which contains Maps, 
Goals, Objectives and Policies that 
reflect  the County’s vision for current 
and future development and 
conservation.

• a document that changes over time.
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Metropolitan Planning Section
• Maintains, updates and interprets the CDMP – which is a 

State-Mandated Plan.

• The CDMP accomplishes the following:
• “Constitution” for current and future land uses.
• Foundation for, and implemented through, more 

detailed land development regulations, 
neighborhood plans and special studies, capital 
projects.

• Maps, goals, objectives and policies that reflect the 
County’s vision for current and future development 
and conservation.

• Ensure adequate supply of land to meet current 
and future needs.

• Ensure Infrastructure and services to meet current 
and future demand.

• Conservation of natural, historic and cultural 
resources.

• Conduct long range planning studies and transportation 
planning & reviews such as Agriculture Study & Mobility Fee 
Study.

Planning Division
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Planning Research & Economic 
Analysis Section

This unit provides for the research, analysis, and 
data needs in support of the CDMP, the Department 
and other county departments and agencies.

• Prepares population, housing, employment and 
general demographic estimates and projections 
(countywide/subarea)

• Maintains land-use databases and GIS map 
layers in support of the CDMP and other needs

• Conducts employment, labor force, and wage 
analysis by industry and occupation, and 
economic and fiscal impact analysis

• Prepares recurring and special reports on 
demographics, housing, commercial real estate, 
and international trade

• Provides technical support and analysis for the 
needs to all sections of the Planning Division

• Produces other data and analysis requested by 
County departments and agencies

Planning Division
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Planning Division
Office of Historic Preservation

• Utilizes historic preservation tools and policies 
to foster equity and resilience through 
community-informed preservation

• Implements the requirements of the Miami-
Dade County Historic Preservation Ordinance 
(Ch. 16-A) for all unincorporated areas and 24 
municipalities

• Maintains archaeological jurisdiction for all 
unincorporated areas and 33 municipalities

• Conducts historic resource survey work and 
outreach to further identify potential historic, 
cultural, and/or archaeological resources

• Performs regulatory functions for historic site 
permitting

• Administers financial incentives
• Staff to County Historic Preservation Board
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Long Range and Neighborhood Planning 
Section

• This Section provides multi-disciplinary expertise as it relates to 
planning. 

• Neighborhood and community enhancement; 
• Technology (to enhance planning and zoning reviews, 

public access to information and citizen 
involvement/engagement); 

• Environmental and natural resource planning; 
• Infrastructure, service and capital improvements 

planning; 
• Development and real estate; 
• Transportation and mobility; 
• Housing.

   
• Key Responsibilities:

• The Section’s Strategic Metropolitan Planner’s (SMPs) assist 
in developing, amending, implementing and monitoring new 
and existing CDMP policies, zoning ordinances, and 
planning/zoning studies for Miami-Dade County, and monitor 
planning-related legislation at the municipal, regional, state 
and federal levels for consistency with County policies and 
regulations.

• Additionally, SMPs act as liaisons with other RER Divisions, 
County Departments and external agencies/stakeholders to 
allow for a more engaged and informed planning process.

Planning Division
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Planning Division
• Miami-Dade County’s Agricultural industry is one of the most complex and diverse in the country. It employs more than 

14,000 people, utilizing approximately 65,000 acres, and producing more than $1.2 Billion in sales each year. 

• The industry is a valuable resource for Miami-Dade County, being the second highest grossing county in the state and 
18th in the nation based on crop value. Crops from Miami-Dade growers are sold throughout the country, Canada, and 
the Caribbean, providing significant outbound trade.

• Key Responsibilities:
• Serves as a primary liaison between the agricultural industry, residents, and the government of Miami-Dade 

County.
• Address constituent concerns and support local farmers with regulatory and operational issues.
• Develop and implement strategies to promote the viability and sustainability of agriculture.
• Review land use applications and provide input on development proposals affecting agricultural land.
• Administer the Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) to preserve farmland.
• Coordinate with the Miami-Dade Office of Emergency Management and USDA during disaster events and 

provide disaster loss assessments.
• Collaborates with schools, colleges and universities on agricultural research, education and outreach initiatives.
• Provide post-disaster recovery guidance to farmers.
• Undergoes special projects with South Miami-Dade.

• Area of Expertise: 
• Agricultural policy and land use planning
• Farmland preservation and rural land management
• Emergency response and disaster recovery
• Environmental stewardship (aquifer recharge, wildlife habitat, and open space)
• Economic development through outbound trade and agribusiness support
• Legislative review and impact analysis on agriculture

Agriculture Manager
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Planning Division
• Area of North Central within District 2:

• 11.4 square miles

• Mostly Low and Medium Density 
Residential, with Business and 
Industrial Uses

 
• Institutional includes North Shore 

Hospital site and Miami Dade College  
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Planning Division
Metropolitan Urban Centers
• Urban Centers are designated in the 

County’s Comprehensive Development 
Master Plan as:

• Regional

• Metropolitan

• Community

• Each urban center is appropriate for transit- 
oriented development

• Urban Centers create compact, mixed use, 
walkable communities around transportation 
hubs.
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Planning Division
• The County’s existing Metrorail 

System is a 25-mile rail rapid transit 
system.

• The six SMART Plan rapid transit 
corridors build on the existing 
Metrorail System. 

• Policies call for intensification of 
development in areas within one-half 
mile of the Metrorail and SMART Plan 
Corridors and one mile of the East-
West Corridor.

• Excluding the incorporated 
areas

• The proposed North Corridor along 
NW 27 Avenue would serve the North 
Central area.
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THANK YOU!

Contact info: 

Jerry Bell, AICP, Assistant Director for Planning
Jerry.Bell@miamidade.gov

Alex A. David, AICP, Strategic Metro Planner
Alex.David@miamidade.gov

305-375-2835

http://www.miamidade.gov/planning/
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