
1 
 

Assets and Advocacy Worksheet 
Miam i Da d e  County Civics  Aca d e m y 2026 

Se ssion 3: Solving  Loca l Prob le m s throug h Gove rna nce  a nd  Ad voca cy 

Purp ose : This  workshe e t  he lp s  pa rt ic ipa nts  m ove  from  id e nt ifying  com m unity a sse ts  a nd  issue s  to  

p la nning  a n a d voca cy re sp onse . Ad voca cy p la nning  tools  com m only a sk p e op le  to  id e nt ify the  

p rob le m , c la rify the  p olicy issue , d e fine  the ir a ud ie nce , choose  s t ra te g ie s , a nd  nam e  conc re te  ne xt  

s te p s . 

Ins t ruc t ions 

1. Be g in with  one  issue  from  your Se ss ion 2 com m unity m ap  tha t  m a tte rs  to  you  a nd  a ffe c ts  othe r 

p e op le  in  your com m unity. 

2. De sc rib e  the  issue  in  p la in  la ng uag e  b e fore  t rying  to  solve  it . Good  a d vocacy s ta rts  w ith  a  c le a r 

p rob le m  sta te m e nt . 

3. Think a b out  wha t  p olicy, ru le , p ra c t ice , fund ing  d e c is ion, or g ove rnm e nt  p roce ss  m a y be  

conne c te d  to  the  is sue . 

4. Choose  a n ad voca cy app roach tha t  fit s  the  issue , your a ud ie nce , and  your le ve l of com fort ; 

a d voca cy can inc lud e  e d uca t ion, coa lit ion-b u ild ing , p ub lic  awa re ne ss , m e e t ings , s toryte lling , 

p e t it ions , m e d ia  ou t re a ch, a nd  com m unity m ob iliza t ion. 

5. End  with  one  re a lis t ic  ne xt  s te p  you  cou ld  ta ke  with  othe rs  in  your com m unity. 

Part 1: Name the issue 

The  issue  or cha lle ng e  I wa nt  to  focus  on is : 

 

Why d oe s  this  m a tte r in  m y com m unity? 

 

Who is  a ffe c te d  m ost  b y this  issue ? 

 

Wha t  com m unity a sse t (s ) from  Se ss ion 2 m ig ht  he lp  ad d re ss  it? 
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Part 2: Make the policy connection 

Polic ie s  a re  the  ru le s , p riorit ie s , fund ing  choice s , a nd  p roce d ure s  tha t  sha pe  how com m unit ie s  

func t ion. Ad vocacy workshe e ts  ofte n a sk pa rt ic ip a nts  to  id e nt ify whe re  a  p olicy issue , re source  

d e c is ion, or inst itu t iona l p rac t ic e  is  involve d . 

Wha t  p olicy, p rac t ic e , sys te m , or d e c is ion m a y b e  conne c te d  to  th is  is sue ? 

 

At  wha t  le ve l d oe s  this  issue  m a inly s it  right  now? 

● [ ] Loca l g ove rnm e nt  

● [ ] School d is tric t  or p ub lic  inst itu t ion 

● [ ] County 

● [ ] Sta te  

● [ ] Com m unity orga niza t ion or nonp rofit  

● [ ] I am  not  sure  ye t  

Wha t  cha nge  would  I wa nt  to  se e ? 

 

Part 3: Define your advocacy goal 

My g oa l in  one  se nte nce : 

 

Wha t  spe c ific  a c t ion d o I wa nt  d e c is ion-m a ke rs  or com m unity le ad e rs  to  ta ke ? 

 

 

How would  I know p rog re ss  is  ha pp e ning ? 

 

 

Part 4: Identify your audience and stakeholders 

Ad vocacy p la nning  usua lly inc lud e s  id e nt ifying  ta rg e ts , a llie s , a nd  a ffe c te d  com m unity m e m be rs . 

Who has  the  p owe r to  influe nce  or cha nge  this  issue ? 
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Who a re  p oss ib le  a llie s , p a rtne rs , or supp orte rs? 

 

 

Who should  be  ce nte re d  be ca use  the y a re  m ost  a ffe c te d ? 

 

 

Part 5: Choose an advocacy approach 

Diffe re nt  is sue s  ca ll for d iffe re nt  ad vocacy ta c t ic s , such a s  e d uca t ing  d e c is ion-m a ke rs , b u ild ing  

coa lit ions , org anizing  re s id e nts , m e e t ing  with  offic ia ls , us ing  m e d ia , or m ob ilizing  p ub lic  sup p ort . 

Che ck one  or two a pp roa che s  tha t  se e m  m ost  use fu l right  now: 

● [ ] Sha re  inform a t ion or e d uca te  othe rs  ab out  the  issue  

● [ ] Me e t  with  a  p ub lic  offic ia l, age ncy, or com m unity le a d e r 

● [ ] Build  a  coa lit ion or pa rtne r with  othe r g roups 

● [ ] Orga nize  re s id e nts  or g a the r com m unity voice s  

● [ ] Use  s toryte lling  or te s t im ony to  show im pac t  

● [ ] Cre a te  a  pe t it ion, le t te r cam pa ig n, or e m a il ca m pa ig n 

● [ ] Use  soc ia l m e d ia , loca l m e d ia , or p ub lic  awa re ne ss  m e ssag ing  

● [ ] Atte nd  a  m e e t ing , he a ring , or p ub lic  forum  

● [ ] Re se a rch the  is sue  furthe r b e fore  ac t ing  

Why d o the se  a pp roache s  fit  m y issue ? 

 

Part 6: Build your message 

Ma ny a d voca cy tools  a sk p a rt ic ip a nts  to  d e fine  a  short  m e ssage , e xp la in  why it  m a t te rs , a nd  back it  

up  with  e vid e nce  or live d  e xpe rie nce . 
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My issue  in  15 word s  or le ss : 

 

Why should  othe r pe op le  ca re ? 

 

Wha t  fac ts , ob se rva t ions , or s torie s  supp ort  th is  is sue ? 

 

 

Part 7: First-step action plan 

One  ac t ion I cou ld  ta ke  in  the  ne xt  2 we e ks: 

 

Who would  I ne e d  to  contac t  or involve  firs t? 

 

Wha t  supp ort , inform a t ion, or re source s  would  he lp  m e  m ove  forwa rd ? 

 

 

Wha t  m ig ht  ge t  in  the  wa y, a nd  how could  I re spond ? 

 

 

Reflection 

Which kind  of ad vocacy fe e ls  m os t  na tura l to  m e  rig ht  now, a nd  why? 

 

 

Wha t  p a rt  of th is  issue  fe e ls  p e rsona l e nough tha t  I m a y wa nt  to  sp e a k ab out  it  in  Se ss ion 4? 
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