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Small Business Development 
Architecture and Engineering 

Advisory Board Meeting 
November 30, 2016 Meeting 

Start: 10:33  Appointed: 7 
Stop: 11:33   Quorum: 4 

Present Absent 
Ivette Argudin Juan Crespi 
Berrin Tansel Cheryl Jacobs 
Barton Fye 
Deborah Swain 
Michael Joseph 
James Englehardt 

Others Present: Gary Hartfield, Veronica Clark, Laurie Johnson, Claudious Thompson, Shawn Gannon, 
Michou Jean, Carlos Ansuarez, Anthony Acosta, Jacob Mills, Lawanda Wright-Robinson, Lily Vilaboy, 
Alice Hidalgo-Gato, Crystal Williams, Patrick Hines 

I. Welcome/Introductions – Meeting was called to order by Vice Chairperson Argudin. 
Board members and the audience introduced themselves.  

II. SBD Sections
a. Certification – Claudious Thompson (SBD Certification Unit) – Certification Section

Chief Claudious Thompson presented the fourth quarter report and the year to date
report. Vice Chairperson Argudin asked for a breakdown of the race and gender of firms.
Section Chief Thompson provided the requested information.

b. Utilization Report – Veronica Clark (SBD Data Management) – Policy and Legislation
Management Section Chief Veronica Clark presented the fourth quarter and year to
date report. Board and audience asked various questions and had discussions.

c. Bonding, Financial Assistance & Outreach – Vivian Walters, Jr. (SBD Business, Outreach
& Education) – Section Chief Clark presented the fourth quarter report. No questions
were asked.

III. New Business
a. Board member Swain gave a detailed update of the Architecture and Engineering

Taskforce, specifically how it came about and its goals.  Board members had discussions
of the potential benefits and challenges with the locally headquartered business
definition and additional points.  Board member Swain also provided the dates of
upcoming Taskforce meetings.

b. Board member Argudin mentioned an adjustment in the graduation standards due to
gross receipts versus subbing out work. She stated that the amount received still counts
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against the company even though the company could’ve given away forty percent of the 
work.  
 

IV. Old Business 
a. Approval of September 28, 2016 Meeting Minutes – Board member Swain motioned to 

approve the minutes. Motioned was seconded by Board member Fye.  Minutes were 
unanimously approved.  
 

V. Adjournment – Meeting was adjourned by Vice Chairperson Argudin. 
 
 
 
                                                      Directives 
1. Provide a list of SBD Liaisons from each department. 
2. Provide the Board with future legislation going before the BCC. 
3. Vice Chairperson Argudin requested to see how many firms of the total firms 

contracted work during the period. 
4. Board member Swain requested to discuss criteria to define locally 

headquartered business. 
5. Board member Swain suggested that projects should be reviewed at the one 

year mark regardless of percentage billed. 
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