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Introduction

This publication was originally developed to help answer
requests from participants of the Florida Yards & Neighbor-
hoods program in Miami-Dade County, now Florida
Friendly Landscaping™ (FFL), for a list of landscape plants
suitable in south Florida and has become a critical reference
for the county. The resulting list includes over 330 species of
low-maintenance plants. For each species, we provided the
common and scientific names, family, size, light preference,
salt tolerance, establishment status, invasive status and
potential, and other useful characteristics.

Criteria

This section describes criteria used to select plants in this
document including water requirements. Even the most
drought-tolerant plants require watering during their estab-
lishment period. Although this period varies among species
and site conditions, some general rules for container-grown
plants have been determined experimentally. They include
6 months of watering during the establishment period for a
1-gallon plant, 1 year for a 3-gallon plant, and 6-12 months
per inch of trunk diameter for larger trees.

The term “low-maintenance” refers to a plant that does
not require regular watering, pruning, spraying, or other

frequent maintenance to remain healthy and show accept-
able aesthetic quality. A low-maintenance plant has low
fertilizer requirements and few pest and disease problems.
Low-maintenance plants suitable for south Florida also
must be adapted to — or at least tolerate — poor, alkaline,
sand, or limestone-based soils.

In addition, the plants we chose were not listed as highly
invasive by the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council (FLEPPC
2019), or highly restricted by the Assessment of Non-Native
Plants in Florida’s Natural Areas (UF/IFAS 2022) or by

any federal, state, or local laws (Burks 2000). Miami-Dade
County has restrictions for planting certain species within
500 feet of native habitats in which they are known to
invade (Miami-Dade County 2001); precautionary state-
ments are provided for these species.

Establishment status includes native, established non-
native, cultivated only, and unknown establishment. Some
plants (denoted by §) also tolerate wet soil conditions or
periodic flooding. Various plants that were not commonly
available in south Florida nurseries or garden centers were
intentionally included hoping that an increased demand
will generate increased supply; an asterisk (*) indicates
commonly available plants.
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This list is also posted on the UF/IFAS Extension website
for Miami-Dade County FFL: https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/
miami-dade/landscapes--gardening/low-maintenance-
landscape-plants-for-south-florida/. Photos and more
detailed information for each species can be obtained from
this online version.

Categories

Plants were evaluated according to their function or role in
the landscape, then assigned to one or more of the follow-
ing categories:

A. Perennials

B. Annuals

C. Shrubs and Hedges

D. Flowering and Shade Trees

E. Fruit Trees

E Palms, Cycads, and Other Palm-Like Plants
G. Ornamental Grasses and Grass-Like Plants
H. Groundcovers

I. Vines

J. Epiphytes

K. Herbs and Vegetables

These 11 categories correspond to Tables 1-11, respectively.
A definition of each category follows.

A. Perennials: Typically herbaceous plants that live three or
more years. They often bear attractive flowers; many can
be used as groundcovers (37 perennials in Table 1).

B. Annuals: An annual typically lives for one year or
less. Although most annuals require moist soil, a few
are considered low-maintenance. In south Florida,
many annuals are cool-season plants and therefore will
not tolerate the heat and humidity of summer. Only
drought-tolerant annuals are included (18 annuals in
Table 2).

C. Shrubs and Hedges: A shrub is typically a woody plant

with several stems. However, a wide variety of plants can
function as shrubs. A hedge is simply a row of closely
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G.

planted shrubs that form a border or boundary. Hedges
may require some pruning to maintain proper form or
function (118 shrubs and hedges in Table 3).

. Flowering & Shade Trees: A tree is a woody plant that is

usually very large (tall or wide or both) and usually bears
a single trunk. Flowering trees are cultivated primarily
for their showy flowers, whereas shade trees often lack
notable floral displays (61 flowering and shade trees in
Table 4).

. Fruit Trees: Fruit trees are typically grown or cultivated

for their edible fruit. To ensure healthy, productive fruit
trees, it may be necessary to feed or water them during
fruit set (13 fruit trees in Table 5).

Palms, Cycads, & Other Palm-Like Plants: Palms

are predominantly tropical and subtropical evergreen
trees, shrubs, or woody vines of the family Arecaceae.
Palm stems are generally unbranched, bear a single
growing point, and are topped by a crown of pinnate
(feather-shaped) or palmate (fan-shaped) leaves bearing
conspicuous parallel venation. In a few cases, entire
palm genera are considered low-maintenance, including
Brahea, Coccothrinax, Copernicia, Livistona, Phoenix,
Sabal, Thrinax, and Washingtonia. Although many
palms require regular fertilization, the species listed
herein require less than most (44 palms in Table 6).Cy-
cads are cone-bearing evergreen plants of the division
Cycadophyta; they are often mistakenly considered
palms. The cycads on our list are resistant to the cycad
aulacaspis scale, which has been a serious pest of sago
palms and other cycads in the genus Cycas (20 cycads in
Table 6). Palm-like plants superficially resemble palms
or cycads but they belong to unrelated plant families
(four palm-like plants in Table 6).

Ornamental Grasses and Grass-Like Plants: Orna-
mental grasses are typically grown in tuft-like clumps
and bear numerous small flowers on tall stalks that rise
above the blade-like leaves. Many are quite showy and
are welcome additions to a non-traditional landscape
(14 ornamental grasses in Table 7).

. Groundcovers: This category includes a diverse group

of unrelated plants used to cover ground for aesthetic
purposes, such as in shady areas where grasses will not
grow. Groundcovers also help to stabilize soil and may
provide a focal point in front of planting beds. Generally
planted in dense stands, groundcovers may be vines,
small shrubs, annuals, perennials or grasses (59 ground-
covers in Table 8).
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I. Vines: Vines are weak-stemmed plants that derive their
support from climbing, twining, or creeping along a
surface. Although most people think of vines as climb-
ing vertically, a few species also grow horizontally and
can function as groundcovers. Some vines have aggres-
sive growth habits and need to be watched carefully to
prevent them from growing out of control (25 vines in
Table 9).

J. Epiphytes: Epiphytes are plants that grow on other
plants (e.g., trees) or objects (e.g., rocks and boulders)
primarily for support or anchorage, instead of for water
or nutrients. This category mainly includes orchids,
ferns, bromeliads, and cacti (11 epiphytes in Table 10).

K. Herbs and Vegetables: Herbs have roots, stems, or
leaves used in food flavorings or non-traditional
medicines, while vegetables produce roots, stems, leaves,
or fruit used directly as food. Although not included
in most landscapes, some herbs and vegetables have
ornamental value (four herbs and two vegetables in
Table 11).

Table Notes

Common Name: *Commonly available in nurseries and/or
garden centers in south Florida.

§Tolerates wet soils or occasional flooding.

Species Name: Brackets [] denote synonymous species
names (WorldFloraOnline 2022).

Establishment in Florida: Native, Non-native (established),
Cult Only (cultivated but not established), or ----- (not
available or determinable) (Wunderlin et al. 2022; FLMNH
2022).

Invasive, Use Caution, or Avoid Planting in Certain Areas:
tFlorida Exotic Pest Plant Council (FLEPPC) defines
Category I (Catlt) invasive plants as those altering native
plant communities by displacing native species, changing
community structures or ecological functions, or hybrid-
izing with native species; FLEPPC Category II (CatII)
plants have increased in abundance or frequency but not
yet altered Florida plant communities to the extent shown
by Category I species (FLEPPC 2019). The UF/IFAS
Assessment defines High risk, Caution, and Not a Problem
species (NAP), with the latter either documented (NAPD),
or undocumented (NAPU) in north (N), central (C), and
south (S) Florida (UF/IFAS 2022). Miami-Dade County
prohibits planting certain species within 500 feet of a native
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habitat, such as a hardwood hammock (%) or a beach
or coastal wetland (#1), with planting allowed in other
residential areas (Miami-Dade County 2001).

Selecting the “Right” Plant

Putting the right plant in the right place is very important
for creating a healthy and successful low-maintenance
landscape. However, this depends on one’s ability to ac-
curately select the right plant species for a given location.
Common names are often misleading. More than one plant
species may be referred to by the same or a similar common
name; hog plum is used for three different plant species.
Other plant species can have multiple common names,
especially if they are widely grown; avocado has at least
seven common names. Hence, it is ideal to use scientific
names when researching and selecting plants for your south
Florida landscape.
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